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, Advertifement. 


HE following Difcourfes were 

4 originally sie leit in a private 
literary, fociety, without the moft dif- 
tant view to their publication. It 
mutt, in truth, be acknowledged that 
the Reader will find in them many 
hints thrown out on Subjects of con- | 
fequence, which are not fo fully and 
accurately profecuted as their impor- 
tance requires ; befides that the Sen- 
timents are often expreffled with a 
freedom, which, however allowable 


in a private company, may perhaps) 
be deemed too bold when offered to _ 


the Public. All this the Author him- 
felf was fully fenfible of, though he 
had neither leifure nor inclination to 
alter them. a 
\ : a2 Twas) 
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‘Tuts littke Work, however, not- 
withftanding its imperfections, has, in 
the Editor’s opinion, a very confide- 
rable degree: of merit; and in thefe 
fentiments he has the honour of being 
joined by feveral of the Author’s friends 
of great diftinction in the Republic of 
Letters. .He has taken the liberty, 
therefore, of f offering it to.the Public, 
almoft without the Author’s confent, 
though not without his knowledge : : 

how far he has been his friend in fo 
doing, that Public, to whofe cando : 
he fabmits it, muft determine. = 


DIS- 


DISCOURSE I. 


UMAN Nature has been confider- 

& edin different and oppofite lights. 
Some have painted it in a moft amiable. 
form, and carefully fhaded every weak- 
nefs and deformity. They have reprefent- 
ed vice as foreign and unnatural to the. 
Human Mind, and have maintained 
that what pafles under that name is, 
in general, only an exuberance of vir- 
tuous difpofitions, or good affectioris im- 
B properly 


(2) 
properly directed, but thatjit never pro-". 
ceeds from any natural malignity or de- 
pravity.c of the heart itfelf.—The. Human, ; 

) Underftanding has been thought. capable, 
of penetrating into the deepelt recefles of, 
nature, the Human Power capable of imi- 
tating her ors and in. fome. cafes ac-... 
quiring a fuperiority over them.—Such.. 
views: are generally embraced. by thofe,, 
who have good hearts and happy tempers, 
who are beginning the. world, and are, 
not yet hackney’d in the ways of men;, 
by. thofe_ who love {cience and have. an, 
ambition to excellin it; and they have, 
an obvious tendency to raife the genius, 
and mend the heart, . but are the fource, 
of frequent and cruel difappointments. tare 
Others have reprefented Human Nature, 
as a fink of depravity and wretchednefs,, 
have fuppofed this its natural State and 
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the unavéidable lot of huitanity ; XPhey' : 
have reprefented the F Hidaka? . 
ing’ as weak and fhort fisted, ‘the’ Hu-* 
man Power as feeble and extré emély innit. 
ed? and’ have ttéated all attempts to che”. 
lave them asvain ahd chimerical —-Stich 
reprefentations' are srtedily adopted’ by’ 
narrow and contracted hearts, and by men 
_ of very limited genius, who feel within 
théinfelves: the’ juftnefs of the’ deferip-" 
tidr.-It muft"be owned likewife,’ thar 
they are’ often agreeable and’ foothing 
to” men of excellent and warm affec- 
tidtis, ‘but too‘ great fenfibility of Spirit, 
whofe tempers ‘have been hurt by fre=" 
quent difappointments in life.—A> bad’ 
opinion of Human Nature’ readily pro-” 
diices a felfifh difpofition, and renders the” 
cettiper’ cheerlef and unfociable ; A low" 
opir hion of our intelle@tual faculties de- 
ofts Ls Je) preffes 
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prefes the wenius,”4 as it’ Cuts ‘off all’ pro- 
fpee “Of Attaining < a ‘much 1 oredter degree 
of ‘Rnidwieage than is *piefety poet 
and of exécutine any ae and extenlive 
plans of 1 improvement. dh: Para 

Ir is not propofed'td “ini further on 
the feveral advantages and difadvantae és 
of thefé oppofite views of Human Natiire, 
and the influence they have in forming’ 
| charaéter.—Perhaps that View may be 
the fafeft which’confiders it as formed for 
every thing that is good and great, and 
fets no bounds to its capacity ‘and power, 
but loéks on its prefent attainments 2s 
trifing and of no account. 9 77°" 
Enqurrigs into Human Nature, tho’ of 
bn firft importance, have been are 


with little care and lefs fiiccefs—This hi 


been partly owing to the general” cern | 


which have obitructed the dial of the 
oe 


2 
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other branches ofkn owledge,and partly tc to 
the peculiar. difficulties’ of the Subjeé.- — 
Enquiries into, the ftrucure of the Hu- 
man Body have indeed been profecuted 
was great een and ASTRAL Bat 
It seauitad only labour and atteadly hand 
The Subject was permanent; the Ana- 
tomift could fix it in any pofition, and 
make what experiments on it he pleafed, 
: Tue Human Mind, on the other hand, 
isan object extremely fleeting, not the 
fame. in any two perfons upon earth, and 
ever varyinge even in the fame perfon.—To 
trace it thro’ its almoft endlefs varieties, 
gequires the moft profound and extenfive 
knowledge, “and the moft piercing and 
folle&ed genius,—But tho’ it be a matter. 
of ‘great, difficulty toinveftigate and afcer- 
Jain the. laws of the mental Conftitution, 
Abdio B 3 ee 
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yet there) ds sno reafon to,doubt of, its 
being; however {eeminely |, fiuctuating, 
governed by laws as, fixt,and. invariable 
vas thofe of the. Material Syflem.,;) 2 

-\Ir has been theamisfortune of moft.of 
thofe who have ftudy’d the Philofophy of 
the Human Mind, that they. have been 
little acquainted withthe ftructure of.the 
Human Body, and the laws of the Animal 
OQeconomy; and yet:the Mind and Body 
are fo intimately, connected, and have 
ofuch.a mutual influence enone another, 
that.the conflitution of either, examined 
apart, can never be thoroughly under- 
flood. ..For the fame-reafon it -has been 
\an, unfpeakable lofs to Phyficians, that 
, they have been fo generally inattentive 
tothe peculiar laws of the Mind and their 
influence on the Body.. A late celebrated 
pratellon sof that.art in. a) neighbouring 
) nation, 
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“nation, whooperhaps had rathera clear 
«arid methodical head, than\an‘extenfive 
genius or enlarged viewsof Nature; wrote | 
_ a Syftem ‘of \Phyfic, wherein he feems to 
“have confidered Man entirely as a Ma- 
‘chine; and makes a feeble and vain at- 
“tempt to explain all. the Phanomena of 
the Animal Oeconomy,> by*:mechanical 
“and'chymical principles.—Stahl his: co- 
Ytemporary and rival, who had amore en- 
“larged genius, and penetrated more deep- 
_ ly into Nature, took in the confideration 
of the fentient Principle, and united the 
“Philofophy of the Human Mind,\ with 
‘ thatof the Human Body: but the luxuri- 
‘sancy of his'imagination often bewildered 
“him, and ‘the perplexity of his manner 
‘and obfeurity of his Stile, make his Whit- 
4itgs little read and lefs underftood:!\ 
°° Brsrpes' thefe, there is another éatife 
pevouar B 4 which 
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which makes, the. knowledge of Human; 
Nature verylameandimperfect,which we: 
propofe more particularly tolenquire into. 
»Maw has been \ufually confidered,as:a; 
Being that had no analogy to, the reft.of; 
the Animal Creation.—The comparative! 
Anatomy of Brute Animals -has indeed: 
been cultivated with fome attention ;: and 
has been the fource of the moft ufeful,. 
-difcoveriesin the Anatomy.of the Human, 
Body: But theco mparative Animal Qecos | 
nomy of; Mankind and other Animals, 
and comparative Views of theirStates. and 
manner of life, have been little regarded.. 
—The pride of man is alarmed).-in-this, 
cafe, with too clofe.a comparifon, andthe 
dignity of Philofophy will not eafily.toop 
to receive a leffon from the inftin® of 
Brutes.>-But this conduct is.very, weak 
and foolifh.—Nature is.a-whole,..made 
wall up 


(9%) 
uptof parts; whichtho” diftima):are inti~ 
mately conhected with one another? This’ 


_ connection is {6 clofe, that one Species of} 


tén-runs intocanother’ fo imperceptibly, 
thac lit ‘is'difficnlt ‘to fay where the one! 
begins andthe other endsi-This is par- 
ticularly the cafe with the loweft of one 


‘Species; and ‘the higheft of that imme-' 
‘diately below’ it.—On'this:account no’ 
‘one part of the great Chain can'be:per-: 
fe€tly underftood, withoutthe knowledge, 


at leatt, of the links that are néareft tote: 


_ Odie Comparing different Animals with 


one another, an inimenfe variety is'to be 
ébferved ‘in'their feveral powers)and ' fa- 


culties; whicharé adapted 10'the'peculiar 


rés of Action allotted themby: Pro» 
vidence.Theréare many circumftances 


-in'which’ they are fimilar, and-fome which. | 


eae " a 7 


aré €ommon to-them all. <<. ¢v/ool bas 
te ? Man 


i 
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Maw is evidently at the ‘head of the 
_ Animal :Creation.—Hefeems not only 
to be pofieft of every fourceiof pleafure, 
which any of them enjoy,’ but! of many — 
“others, which they are altogether ftrangers 
to. Ifhéis‘notthe only Animal pofiett 
of teafon, he has it in'a degree fo greatly 
fuperior, as admits of no comparifoni— 
‘The pleafures of the Imagination, the 
“pleafure arifing from Science, from’the 
fine Arts, and from the Principle of curi- 
ofity, are peculiar'to the Human Species. 
But above all, the Moral Senfe, with the 
“happinefs infpired by religion: and ‘the 
‘various intercourfes of focial life, is their 

; dikingvithing characteriftio; 915)! isivo 
°° “Ws propofe now to make fome obfer- 
vations on certain advantages whichithe 
“Power WAnimals feem to poffefs above us, 
‘land? afterwards to enquire vhow: far the 
aviuievl advantages — 


(11 ) 


% advantages pofleit Dy: Mankind:are’ cul- 
tivated: by them, in-fuch' amanner.as ‘to 
sender them bappier-as well. as wifer and 
umore diftinguifhed. 


so DHERE; arecmany Animals Sia have 


eRinne of the external Senfes. more acute 
than We haves, fome are-ftronger, .fome 
-4witter; but thefe..and fuch.other quali- 
oties,, however, advantageous \to them jin 
etheir refpective fpheres of life, would) be 
ufelefs and often very prejudicial to us. — 
Butitfhould be a very ferious and inter- 
»efting Queftion, whether there may not 
obe certain advantages they have over us, 
»which.-are not the refult of their parti- 


cular ftate of life, but are advantages in 


_thofe-points, where we fhould at leaft be 
»on,a level.with them. 


vey Asitenot/a truth that all- Animals, ex- 


> cept ourfelves, enjoy every pleafure their 


oC as a Natures 


ms eee 


(ey. 
Natures are. capable of, that, they are 
flrangers to pain and ficknefs, and, . ab: 
ftraéting, from external, accidents, atrive 
atthe natural period. of their Being? We 
{peak. of wild Animals only. Thole that 
are tame and under. our direction partake 
of all our miferies,—Is 3 it a neceflary, con- 
fequence of our fuperior. faculties, | that 
not one of ten thoufand of our Species 
fhould die a natural, death, that ;we 
_ftruggle thro’ a* frail and feverith: being, 
in continual danger of ficknefs, of pain, 
of dotage, and the thoufand namelefs ills 
that experience fhews to be the portion 
of human life.—If this appears to be the 
defigned order. of Nature, it becomes 
us cheerfully to fubmit to it ;,but if 
thefe Evils appear to: be. adventitious 
and unnatural to.our conftitution, i it is an 
11 Milton, 


sae 4arsitp 
Ks a 
enquiry 
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: enquiryot the lait importance, whence they 


arife and how they may be remedied. 

> ‘THERE is one Principle which prevails 
tniverfally i in the Brute Creation, and is 
the immediate fource of all their A@tions. 
This Principle, which is called Inftina, 
determines them by the fhorteft and moft 


effeGtual means to purfue what their fe- 


véral conftitutions make neceffary. 

’ “Ir feems to have been thought, that this 
Principle of Inftinét was peculiar to the 
Brute Creation; and that Mankind were | 
defigned by Providence, to be governed 
By the! fuperior Principle of Reafon, en- 
tirely independent of it. But alittle atten- 


_ tidhwill thew, that Infting is a Principle 


oriinon to’ us and the whole Animal 
World; and that, as far as it extends, ie 
i¥ 4 fure°and infallible ouide ; ; tho’ the 


| depraved and unnatural State, into which © 


S VIO 
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Mankind'are plunged; often’ ttifles its 
voice, or makes it impoliblé'te diftine’ 
guifh it from’ other Impulfés which are® 
accidental’ and fordign to our Nature) (~ 
Reason indeed is but a weak Principle* 
in Many in refpec of Inftinet; and oeene!® 
rally’ isamoreunfafe cuide.—The proper” 

province of Réafon is to invefticate the 
caufes of things, to fhew us what conte! : 

quences will follow from our acting in! 
any patticular'way, to poirit out the bef’ 
means of attaining an end, and in confex 
quence of this, to be a check upon our® 
Inftinéts, our tempers, our paffions and? 
taftes; But thefe muft {till be the imme+° 
diately impelling Principles of ‘Aion.’ 

In truth, Life, without them, would noe 
only''be joylefS and infipid; but quickly” 
ftagnate and be at an end. 01 08 

Tue advantages, which the ‘Brute’ 
Animals 
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Animals; have over. us, .are poffefled by) 
thofe of our own. Species, who are putt, 
above'them, guided in.a, manner entirely. 
by Inftinéty equally ftrangers.to the noble, 
attainments their Natures.are capable of, 
andtothe many miferies attendanton their 
more enlightened Brethren of Mankind, 
oft fhould feem, therefore ‘of the great- : 
eftsconfequence, to enquire into the In- 
ftinéts that are natural to Mankind, to, 
feparate them from thefe cravings which 
bad habits: have occafioned, and where, 
apy-doubt remains on this fubje, to, 
. €nguire into the analogous Inftinéts of | 
other Animals, particularly of the fae: 
part of our own Species.. 
soW ee fhould likewife avail mips oft 
the-Obfervations made on tame Animals. 
_ in thofe particulars where Art has in fome) 
- meafure improved upon Nature.—Ehus 
Fdsm: aA by . 
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by a proper attention we:can preferve and 
improve the breed of Horfes, Dogs, Cat- 
_»tle,and-indeed all other Animals. Yet itis. 
amazing this Obfervation wasnever trans~: 
ferred to the-Human: Species, where it 
would be equally applicable.—It is cer- 
tain that notwithftanding our promif- 
cuous Marriages, many families are diftin- 
guifhed by peculiar circumftances in their 
character. This Family Character, like 

a Family F ace, will often be loft.in one 
- generation and appear again in the fuc- 
ceeding. Without doubt, Education, Ha- 
-. bit and Emulation may contribute greatly 
in many cafes to keep it up, but it will be 
generally found,thatindependentofthefe, | 
Nature has ftamped an original impref 
fion on certain Minds, which Education 


may greatly alter or efface, butfeldom fo — 


oo entirely as.to preventits traces being ei 
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by an accurate» obferver.~-How a cer- 
~ tain character or conftitution of mind can 
be tranfmitted from a Parent to a Child, 
1s.a queftion of more difficulty than im- 
portance. It is indeed equally difficult to 
account for the external refemblance. of 
features, or for bodily difeafes being tranf- 


mitted froma Parent to a Child. But 


we never dream of a difficulty in explain- 
"ing any appearance of Nature, which is ex- 
hibited to us every day.—A proper atten- 
tion to this Subject would enable us toim- 


“'prove not only the Conftitutions but the 


/ Characters of our Pofterity. Yet we every 
“day fee very fenfible people, who are 
- anxioufly attentive to preferve or improve 
‘the breed of their Horfes, tainting the 


~ blood of their Children, and entailing on 


© them not only. the moft loathfom difeafes 


of the Body, but Madnefs, Folly, and the 


? Ye. ; C moft 


a 
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-mott ‘utiworthip difpofitions,! and this teo; 
when they€anniot plead being ftimulated 
‘by neceflirpoor impelled. by paffioniooved — 
.9°W efhallproceed ‘now to‘enquire more 

particularly intothe comparative: Statevof 
“Mankind and the inferior Animalsioqqu 
» Byithe moft accurate Calculation, “one 
third of Mankind dies:under two Years 
old.+-Of one ‘hundred Children -born°in 
the ‘fame? week, only forty are aliveoat 
the end: of ‘twenty years, and ‘at’ the'end 
of eighty-four ‘years, which fhould be 
the fhorteft natural period of Human life, 
they are’all dead.—As this ‘mortality jis 
sreateft among the moft luxurious: part of 
Mankind; and eradually decreafes i in: ‘pro- 
portion! asthe diet becomes fimplery the 
_ éxercife more frequent, and the general 
aiethod of living more hardy; -andas%tis _ 
sitogether unknown ean Animalsy 
+97q: ~ the 
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the general foundations) of it, are faffici- 


havock made by difeafes among Children 
‘is.owing to:‘the greater, delicacy of their ' 


‘tender frames,::which- are but ill faited.to 


fupport «the: “unnatural. treatment | -they 
meet with:—T heir:own Inftinéts. andthe 
conduct of . Nature-in rearing ‘other ‘Ani 


mals are -never attended. tO. and: they are 


incapable of helping themfelves.;, When 
they» are farther» advanced, :in life, the 
voice! of Nature becomes too'loud to be 
ftifled; and then, in fpite.of the influence 
of corrupted -and adventitious tafte, will 
be obeyed. . Every other Animal’ Brings 
forth its) young. without any. affiftance 
but we judge Nature’ infufficient, for that... 
Work,-and think a Midwife-underftands 
it better. —What. numbers:.of ‘Infants-as 
well as of Mothers: are deftroyedi by: the 
dt Ra Ce pres 
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ptepofterous management !cof ‘thefe “Ar 
tifts is: well known ‘to ‘allowho have-enqui- 
ged vinto “this: omatter:-+The moft'know= 
ing) and fuccefsful, Pratitionersy if they 
are candid, will own; that! in-common /and 
natural cafes, Natureis entirely fufficient; 
and that their bufinefS is only to affift her 
efforts in: cafe of weaknefs of the Mother, 
ran unnatural: pofition of the Child: 0 
' .sGAs: foonas:ani Infant comes into ithe 
worldy:ourfirft care is td cram it! with 
Phyfic.There is a glareous’ liquor'cons 
tained in ‘thebowels of Infants and many 
other Animals when they areborn, which 
itis neceflary to carry off. The Medicine 
which Nature has prepared for this pur- 
" pofe cis: the: Mother’s firft: «milk: »cThis 
indeed anfwers the end very: effectually, 
butiwe think: fome Drug forced down the 
Child’s throat: will.do much better.>: The 
ipslg 2 2 compofition 
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eoinpofition of this varies according'to the 
fancy. of the good) Woman who prefidesiat 
thebitth.-It deferves to beremarked; when 
wejare on this Subject;! that Calves; which 
arethe only, Animals generally takensunder 
eur péculiarscare in» thefe’circumftances, 
aré treated in:the fame: manner; «They 
have-the fame-fort of Phyfic adminiftered 
to them, and often with; the fame fuccefs, 
many of them dying, under the: operation, 
Orivof |its .confequences. ‘We have the 
greateft reafon:to think that more of this 
{pecies of Animals die at. this period; than 
ofall the, other fpecies of Animals: we 
feeimthéfe, scitensaptaine put ms cape 
. OUmOwM onlybexcepteds::\ sustay doirivi 
ei NOTWITHSTANDING the many moving 
calls, of Natural Inftinét in the Childito 
‘fubk the. Mother’s breaft, yet the ufual 
prattice:shas: been, .obftinately.'to: deny 
HOIROgrmios Se ane that 
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chat indulgence till the third day ‘after’ the 
birth.” “By: “¢his time thé fuppreffion of 
the! Natutal’ Evacuation ‘of “the Milky 
uifitally bringing ’‘on’ a Fever; "the confe- 
quence” was ‘often fatal to the Mother). 
or put it’ ‘out’ ‘of: het power to fuckle’ 
her Child: at’ ‘that! ‘time “We muit ob 
ferve’ here, to ‘the Honor'of the Gentle! 
men ‘who had’ ‘the’ ¢are’ of the lying-ini 
Hofpital’ in ‘London,’ ‘that they were the 
firft ‘who, ‘in’’this’ inflance, brought’ us 
-patk to Nature and common Senfe, ‘and 
by this means have preferved the lives of 
thoufands of their fellow creatures. They 
inade the ‘Child be put’ to the ‘Mother’s 
byeatt as {oon as it fhewed a ‘defire for'it, 
which was generally within ten or twélve 
hours ‘after’ it was born’; ‘This rendered 
thé Dofe of’ Phyfick “unnéceffary,” the 
me a er was ipa eeee ’and ‘thin 

Esa } went 
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went fmoothly onin thematural way... We, 
are forry,. however, to. obferwe,,, that this, ; 
ptactice is not, likely, to, become foon ge:, 
_ neral., Phyficians do .not.concern them-, 
felves with matters.of this. kind,., nor.with, 
the, -Regimen,,of Mankind,, unlefs, their, 
advice is particularly.afked,; Thefe matters, 
are, founded jon. eftablithed, cuftoms and. 
prejudices, which it 1s difficult to conquer, 
and dangerous to. attack, ; nor will it ever 
be attempted by Men who.depend.on the 
favor and:caprice of the World for their, 
fubfiftence,, and.who find it , their intereft 
rather to: flatter prejudice. than, oppole 1 it. 
>The) management of ;Childrenyis_ rec- 
koned the Privilege of , the Womens and 
infants i in particular are Submitted to. the 
_ abfolute. diregtion. of | Midwifes and N ur 
fes, whofe, good graces it is the Phpbeians ‘S 
peculiar intereft, to. cultivate, graye a 
Siev C4 "Women’s 


fet 
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Women’s not nurfing-their own: Chile — 


dren is openly | flying in ‘theiface of <Na-// 


tures The-fudden checks-@ivensto the a: 


greati-natural/jevacuation of milky,atirax> 
time, when .a Woman's! weakly {tate ren-yc 


ders.-her little able'to, fultain fo -violent-ads — 


fhock,,,isjoften-of the. worft-confequéenceo> 


to her,\and the Jofs to:the Child is muchid_ 


greater than.is commonly apprehended: yi 


A Woman in this cafe-ruhs:an immediatess 


sik of cher lifeiby .a Milk fever, befides.19 


the danger of {welling-andimpoftumes ofsy — 
the breafts, and fuch obftructions in thempis — 
as lay theifoundation of a future cancer.—ily_ 


Women ‘fometimes have, it notin thereon 
power, to nurfe their Children, for wantiof WV 
milk; .fometimes. it.is improper beth foro’ 
the. Mother,and Child, on account of fome: A 
particular; -diforder the M other Aah 
under, § » Bur this is very feldom the cafes \\/ 

A jiche On 
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On the contrary there ‘are’ rvany difordéts 
Wortenare-fubjed to,20f which Norfing’” 
is ‘the «moft effectual Curey*and! delicate”’’ 
Conftitutions are generally *ftretigthened’ > 
by-it>: sAis'a proofiof thiswe may obferves™ 
that while’a Mother nurfes ‘her Child) her 
complexion becomes ® clearer!°and”! more"! 
blooming, her Spirits°are‘moré uniforn- °° 
ly chearful, her appetite is better, and her‘: 
general» habit of ‘body fuller and‘ ftrong- 
er.20l]tois .particulatly worthy’ of*obfer: ' ‘ 
vation; that: fewer Women die while they” 4 
arenutfing*than‘at any equal period “of * 
their-livesp if-we except the time of prep“ 
nancy}! during: which itis wnufual fora’ 
Womar to'die of any difeafe unlefs occa" 
fioned ‘by fomeviolent external’ injaty—"™ 
Another “great inconveniency'attending ” 
theneglect of Nurfing, is’ the depriving °% 
Womten‘of that interval of refpite and eafe”'’ 
2 which - 


((268)} i” 
which, Nature antended, for otheny betwixt, 
 murfe has naturally a(Child every syear3) 
this quickly exhaufts the conftitution, and: 
_-brings.on the Infirmities of Old age before. 
their time 3) and jas)) this (neglect 1s; moft 
frequent among, Women)of fathion,. the, 
delicacy> of : their Conflitutions, As. parti- f 
culatly unable .to-fuftain {uch a violence) 
_ to, Nature.—-A Woman who ‘nurfes -her; 
Child, ‘has an! interval of a year anda half; 
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 Ofictwo. years betwixt, her, children, fay 


which the Conttitution has time to.recovet; 
its vigor} -—~ We may reckon among; thes F 
difadvantages: conféquent -on, the snegleg, 
_ of Nurfing;'the Mother’s being deprived; 
_ of}a very: high pleafure of the moft tent; 
det: ahd iendearing kind,» which  Jikewife. 
ftrengthens her-attachment,to the Childyiny - 
avery remarkable mannets-rIt 4s notnéry 
‘lotr | ceflary ; 
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ceflary here: to enquire into ‘the :caufe' of 
this particular ‘affe@tion which’ a’ Mother’ ' 
feels for the Child. the has fuckled:beyond 
what. the feels :for'a Child fuckled by a 
fttanger 3° but’ the fact is' indifputable: 
‘Yea'the Maternal fondnefs itfelf is'by this 
means ‘transferred to a ftranger. | 
Iris not eafy to-afcertain the injury 
Children “fuftain ‘by being «deprived of 
their natural nourifhment, and~inftead of 
it}°being fuckled by the milk of Women 
of different ages and ‘Conftitutions from 
their Mothers.’ This far’ is certain, that 
a)igreater' number of ‘thofe Children ‘die 
whowatenurfed | by ftrangers; *than/of: 
thofe\whovarefuckled) by their own’ Mo 
thers./ (Bue thiseis partly owing to the 
want‘of that-care. and attention which the: 
aixiety of a’ Mother can only fupply; and) 
which? the ‘helplefs {tate of \Infancy fo 


Helio. much _ 
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much requites. Indeed if. it was. hot that | 
Nutles. snaturally, contract, adarge: fhareof 
the} inftinétive £ fondnefs of aMother, forthe 
Children they fuckle, many.more Children: 
would perith by want of care,-But itfhould 
be obferyed, that-this acquired attachment 
cannot | eafonably -be: expected. pamong 
Nurles, in large Cities, ‘The fame sperg 
verlion, of Nature’ and, Manners which 
brevails there among Women of | fafhion,; 
and makes them decline this duty, extends: 
equally to thofe of lower rank :..and ig 
cannot-be fuppofed that’ what the Call of 
Nature, not to {peak of Love forthe Huy 
band, cannot effectuate, in the Mothers 
will: be found in a hireling,. who, fors a 
little, money turns her own ,child..out, of 
doors gah he many miferable; difeafes | tor 
which the. lower, clafs of Women in large, 
Ci ‘ities. are, fabjegted, as another reafony 


fo tilltsd fie 


( 29 ) 

apaintt their being intrufted With fuch' 4 an 
aed ‘difeafes which ‘are ‘oftelt fatal” to 
een hae: charges,” or which’ taine’ their 
Blood ‘in a'manher that they and’ their fuc- 
eeding families’ may feel’, very feverely. ” 
oo Wee ‘proceed'’to” mention fome other 
éircumftances' in the rearing of Children, 
in-which; we apprehend, neither Infting& 
fot the ‘Analogy of Nature i is s commonly 
réebfded. 

2bagE young Animals naturally“delicht 
£5 bé°in the open air, and in’ ‘perpetual 
tifotion’: But we fionify our difappro- 
bation®‘of this Intention: of Nature’ by 
cdifiting our Infants moftly in houfes, 
and'° fwathing: them from the time 
theyare born ‘as tightly as po ble 
Phi natural Inftinet' appears very ‘tiong 
When we feea'Child’ releafed from ‘its con-. 
fineinent, ‘inthe “fhort interval’ betwixt” 
Pinisgs | pulling 


b 
he 
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pulling -off its: day cloaths, and, fwath- 
ing it again: before-itois| put to fleep+— 
‘The.evident tokens; of -delight: which the 
little creature, fhews);in» recovering) the 
free ufe- of (its limbs, and, the ‘ftrone re> 
Juétance;it difcovers tobe again remittdd 
to. its bondage, one fhould think would 
firike conviction of the! cruelty and: abs 
fardity, of this practice, into the -mof 
ftupid-of Mankind. — This confinement 
Boys, in fome degree, are fooner reléafed 
from, but the fairer part of the! Species 
fuffer it, ina manner, during: life. —Some 
nations have fancied that Nature did. not 
give a good fhape to. the head:,and 
thought it would be better. tommouldcig 
into the fhape of a fugar loaf. The-Chin 
nefe think a Woman’s foot: much handet 
fomer if {queezed into a:third? part-of sits» 
natural fize ; Some African. Nations haver 
ST ha a like 


a. 


(31) 

a like quarrel with thethape ofthe: note 
which they think ought to’be ‘laid “as flat 
a8) poffible with the face+Wellaugh’ at 
the folly and-are thocked with the cruelty 
Of! thefe Barbarians, -but: think dt’ a’ very 
lear’ cafe thatothe! natural : fhape of a 
Woman’s cheft:'is not fo. elegant, as we 
ean make it by the confinement'of Stays? 
“Thecommon effec of this is to pro- 
dweeobftructions in the lungs, from their 
hotshaving ‘fufficient room to’play; and 
thisp<befides tainting the breath, cuts off 
mambers of youne Women by confump+ 
Hions!in “the very bloom: of life-——Buat 
Natur@has fhewn cher refentment of this. 
sraStice'in'themoft ftriking ‘manner,’ by’ 
endtring above “half the Women: of 
‘afhioh deformed in» fome degree oor 
thet++Deformity is peculiar! to ‘the cis 
dlizedeopart “of Mankindyandois. almoft 
sail s always ' 
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always the work of our own. hands.— 
ee ftrength and -agility of Sa-_ 
~-yages is entirely the effect of their hardy’ j 

isediaahsicks of their living moftly abroad — 
inthe. open. air, and their limbs: never’ | 
. having fuffered any confinement.::2 sca 
_ «Tur Practice of putting many. cloaths 
on Children, indulging them in fitting 
over the»fire, fleeping in warm» rodins, ; 
» and preferving them from being expofed. 
to the various inclemencies of the weather, 
relaxes their bodies and. enervates:their 
minds. If Children, along with fuchian 
effeminate palngeitone ais : oe 


Yet sisi tho? it requires pies acide | 
~  tention-to he “am to itan peny Contin +) 
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~habits hardened by. labour, and daily’ex- 
_ pofed to: the viciffitudes of the-weather.— 
y All that Clafs of difeafes which arife from 
ecatching of cold; ‘or a fudden.checkgiven . 
‘>to the: Perfpiration, is found-only among 
_ the civilized»part: of :Mankind. »An dld 
» Roman or: an: Indian in the purfuits of 
war, or hunting; would plunge into a 
Riverswhilft in a profufe fweat, without 
“fear and «without danger. A» fimilar 
“hardy -education would - make —us > all 
wequally: proof againft the bad effeéts of | 
“sfuch: accidents. — The greater care we 
‘staketo: prevent catching cold by the va- 
‘tious ‘contrivances of modern luxury, the 
ssmore we become: fubjected to. it. — We 
~camguard againft cold only by rendering 
ssourfelves fuperior to its influence.— There 
seis a:ftriking proof of this in the vigorous 
® Conftitutions: of Children. braced -by.the 
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daily ufe..of, the cold Bath; and filha 
ttronger, proof in thofe Children who go 
thinly clad and without ftockings or-thoes _ 
inj all feafons and weatherss.i) o) ono 

- Nature never made -any country) ‘too q 
cold for its.own,, inhabitants.—In scold 
climates the »has. made exerciferand, even 
fatigue habitual; to them, not only:frony 
the néceflity of their fituation, but from 
choice, their natural: diverfions beingyall, 
of the athletic and violent kind... Butithe 
foftnefs and effeminacy of modern man= 
ners has. both deprived: us. of ournatiral- 
defence againtt the difeafes moft incident! 4 
to our. own, climate, and, fabjectediusites 
all. the . inconveniencies. of a> watm -onéyy ‘ 
particularly, to! that’ debility and morbid\ 
fenfibility of the nervous Syftem, whichy | 
Jays the foundation of moft of our difeafes;? 
and. deprives us at the fame time of thes — 
an Red {pirit. 


Nth, 
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fpivit and refolution® to’ fapport’ them, 
Thefe:few obfervations ate fele@ed from 
ao'great number’ that might be “men: 
tioned, to prove that many’of the ala. 
| mities complained of as peculiatly affec- 
 tgothe-HamancSpeciesyoarsi jek [yes 
_ ceflary confequences of our’ Cotiftitution; 

but: are’ entirely the refile of ‘our Own. 
caprice and’ folly’ in ‘paying eréater ré- 
gard to vacue arid thallow'reafonines: than — 
to'the plain dictates of Inftin@, ‘and thé 
analogous Conftitutions of other Animale. 
— They! are taken from that period of 
_ hfe; where Inftin& is the only active prihe 
ciple: of our Nature, and confequently 
where othe» analogy between us and other 
Anitnals will be found moft-compleat: 
Wheivour fuperior and more diftinguifhine: 
faculties begin: to expand themfeélves; the 
analogy becomes: lef perfect.’ Béfides; 

aig) 1a a if 
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if we would enquire into the caufe of our 
weak’ and fickly habits, ‘we mutt go back 
to the State of Infancy. The! foundation 
of the evil'is laid there.’ ’ Habit foon fue- 
ceeds in the place of Nature, and, how- — 
ever unworthy a Succeffor; requires almoft 
equal reeard.— As years’ come on, addi- 
tional caufes of thefe evils are continually 
taking place, and diforders‘ of the body 
and mind mutually inflame each other. 
But this opens a field too extenfive for 
this place. We fhall only obferve that the — 
Decline of Human Life exhibits generally 
a fcene quite fingular in Nature-—The 
gradual decay of the more ‘humane and 
senerous feelings of the heart, as’ welb — 
ds ‘of all ‘out ‘boafted fuperior powersiof 
Tagination and Underftariding, tillat lafe 
they’ are utterly” ‘obliterated! and Teaveius’ 
in a mote eee and’ lionel fituation’ 

‘ EG ‘than . 
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thanithat of any Animal whatever, is furely 
the moft; humbling. confideration, to, the 
pride of Man:-— Yet there*is the greatett 
reafon to, believe . that : this ‘melancholy 
fp Bec is| not our;natural one, but. that it 
~ 18.owing, to, caufes.. foreign, and adventi- 
tious to our-Nature.—There is the high- 
eft, probability. that. if, we led. natural 
lives, we fhould retain to the; laft the 
full exercifeof all our fenfes, at leaft the 
full poffeffion. of thofe fuperior faculties, 
which, we, hope will furvive with us in a 
future and, more. perfect State, of exift- 

— ence. —-There is no reafon to doubt but 
~ iths in the, power..of. Art, to protract life 
~ éven beyond the period which N ature has 
afligned, to, it... The enquiry_is import- 
dnt, ibut; yet trifling. in) refpect, of that 
whichJeads,us,.to,the means. of, enjoying 
itpiwhilft we| do live.—This Subje& is fo 
asd: D3. © interefting, 
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interefting, that we propofe to difcufs it 
at greater length on a future occafion. — 
In ,the.mean-.time, we-intend,, in-the fol- 
lowing Difcourfes, to make Gatieeseyae 
tions on the ufes that Mankind make o 
thofe faculties which diftinguifh aq 
from the reft of the Animal Creation. — 


Read at the Philofophical Sacickes 
“October 11th. 7 Bw 


cd 


Perscu OUR Se to 


HE advantages, which Mankind pof- 
 fefs above the reft of the Animal 
Creation, are principally derived from 
Reafon, from the Social Principle, from 
3 Tatte, and from Religion.— We fhall pro- 
ceed to enquire how much thefe. contri- 
bute to make life more happy and com- 
fortable. | 
Reason, of itfelf, cannot, any ‘more 
than Riches, be reckoned an immediate 
blefling to Mankind—It is only the pro- 
D 4 per 
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periapplicatiomofiteto render them:more} 


happy:that-can entitle itto thatname_Na-> _ 
ture hasifurnifhedus with avarietyof:inter+i 


nabSenfesand Taftes:unknown>toothers 


Animals: noAlb theferare Sources-of) Pleaw 
fure if) properly cultivated; but-without: 


culture,) moftiof them arefo faint anddan= 
guid, that they:convey: no gratificationtoy 
they Mind:++This: culture:is the-peculiar: 


provinceof Reafons Itbelongsito Redfony — 


to:analyze our‘Taftes and: Pleafures, | and;) 


after a properarrangement of them accor! . 


ding to their different degrees of excellen+s 
cy; to'affign to each that degreesofocultd 


vation: and»indulgence which its rankedest — 


ferves, and-no more—Butif Reafon;inttead: 
of, thus:doing guftice to: the various:gifts! 
of Providence, be unattentive to her 
Charge;or beftow her whole> attentions 


on Ones angle dng the refty:and fim conv. 


fequence 


f 


f 
f 
, 


( 41 ) 
fequence of this;:little:happinefs beenjop=: 
ed: i-Infe; «in: fuch a cafe: Reafon scanswith! 
_ no‘great-propriety:bevcalleddibleffing: Ler: 
_us)'then ‘examine:iits. effects lamong:-thofe: 

pete poffefSit in the:mott ertinentdegree: 

i/PuEmnaturabadvantages of Genius, and! 
a a operon Underftanding, \arecextremely 
obvious.»/' One: aiiteaiolesecd with . the 
; “ill Sebel ‘human affairs, | would: hever: 
doubt’ oftheir! fecuring to their» pofle, 
forsi:the> moft ‘honourable ando important: 
ftations among Mankind; ‘nor fufped that 
they ‘could:ever fail to place them at the 
headoofcallthé: ufeful Arts: and Profef- 
fions== If: he «were told: this wasonot’ 
theolcafesio he would -conclude vit -mutt! 
belicowing»\to: the» folly sor wicked» 
nefs of -Mankind, or fome!wmbhappp 
concurrence oof Accidents, that ~ofuch? 
Mem were deprived of their: natural {tas 
waonzups) , : tions 
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tions and rank in life. — But in- fact sit ds 
owing to. none/of thefecaufes. \A fuperior 
degree of Reafon and Underftanding is.» 
not found to qualify ai\dMan either: for 
being a more. ufeful Member jof Som 
ciety, or..more happy. in himfelf—- 
Thefe. talents, are ufually diffipated) in 
fuch a\way, as renders them of.no ach 
count, either to the Public or the Pef 
 feffer.— This, wafte of Genius: exhibits!» 

a moft aftonifhing and melancholy pro# 
fpett.—A large Library gives a fulliview, 
of it—Among the multitude of Books) 
of which it is compofed, how few engagé 
any one’s attention? Such as are addrefied) 
to the Heart and Imagination, fuchas paint — 
Life and Manners in juft colours and/in¢ . 
terefting, fituations, and the very few that! - 
give genuine defcriptions of Nature/iniany) 
of her forms, aré read and admired, But 

| the 
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_ the!far: more ‘numerous” Volumes, pro- 
ductions of the intellectual’Powers, pros 
_ found Syftems and Difquifitions of Phild- 
_ fophy and Theology; are negle&ed and 
defpifed, »and remain’ only ‘as’ monu- 
ments of the’ pride and impotency ‘of — 
Human Underftandine. Yet many: of 
the Inventors of thefe Syftems’difcover 
the greateft acutenefs and depth of genius, 
half of which exerted on any of the ufe+ 
fulior elegant Arts of life would have ren- 
dered their names immortal.—But it has _ 
_ ever been the misfortune of Philofophicak 
_ Genius to grafp at objects which Provi- 
dence has placed beyond its reach, and 
_tovafcend to general Principles» and’ 'to 
build Syftems, without that: previous 
| largevcolle@tion and proper arrangement 
of fats, which alone can > give» them 
al folid: foundation. — Notwithitanding 
pds this 
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this;was»pointed out bynLord Baconam — 
the fiilleffandcleareft'manner, yet:no ata — 
tempts have \beem made toxcultivate anys 
one branch‘of ufeful Philofophy ‘upon his, 
plan, except by Sir ol{aac Newton, Mre 
Boyle, and>a-few others, Founders of. the; ; 
Royal Societys — Gentus is naturally, int] 
patientoof piety keen and, impetuous 
inj its puffuits:;it-delights. therefore yim 

‘building withematerials which the: Mind) 

contains within itfelf, or fuch as the Imagi4t — 
nation can ocreate at -pleafure.: “Butcthel 

materials, requifite for the improvement; _ 

of any: ufeful Art or Science, «muftallibe — 
collected/from without, ‘by fuch flow. andj 
patient: obfervation, as little; fuits the :vien 
vacity:of Genius, andi generally reqhireso 
more bodily activity than is ufually found! — 
among Philofophers. — Almoft) the only 
pelt. nie ccc of the: Underftanding 
that 
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that ‘have continuedito command refpect 
are thofe of abftract Mathematicks. Thefe 
will always! be*valuable, independent: of 
their application to the ufefubArts.::/Fhe 
-exercife they give tothe Invention, .and 
the’ agreeable furprife they excite: in’ the 
Mind, by exhibiting unexpected relations 
of figures and quantity, ‘areof themfelves 
natural fources of pleafure. This is the 
only Science, the Principles of which the 
Philofopher carries in his own’ Mind: in= 
fallible. eres to which» he can Nici 
trufts ; 
oo’ Men of Genius cannot mi ils 
fetters of Method and Syftem, ‘yet’ they 
are’thé‘only proper people: to. plan'theny: 
outi' The Genius to lead and direé&t in Phi» 
lofophy is diftinét from and almofbincom=: 
patiblewith the Genius to execute. Lord: 
Bacon was aremarkable inftancérof this. Hey 
asny brought 
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brought theySyftematic Method» of the — 
Schoolmen, which was founded on Metas. 
phyfical. and often Nominal» Subtiltiesy 
into deferved contempt, and layed down a 
Meinod of inveftication' founded on) the, 
jufteft and: moft enlarged: views of N: ature; 
but which neither himfelf nor fucceedifie! 
Philofophers have chofen to put in ftride- 
execution.—F or the reafors above men) 
- tiohed,. it will be found that fearcely any 
of the ufeful Arts of life owé theiriimer 
provements to Philofophers, They havei 
been principally obliged to accidental diful 
coveries; or to the happy natural faeacitys 
oftheir private practitioners, unacquaintéds 
with and undebauched ‘by Philofophy~ds 
This has in a. particular tanner been 
the fate. of Medicine, the moft. ufefub 
of all thofe Arts. - If| by Medicine be 

meant the Art of preferving Health; andip 
‘. Be reftoring 
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teftoring it when lofty any Man of ine 
andcandor, who hasbeen regularly bred 
tot, will own that his time has’ been moft= 
ly taken up with Enquiriés into’ branches 
Of learning, which upon trial he finds ut~ 
terly:ufelefs toothe main ‘ends of his pro- 
feffion; or wafted in ‘reading u€lefs Theos 
ries 'and’:voluminous Explanations and 
Commentaries on thefe Theories ; and will 
ingenuoufly acknowledge, that every thing 
ufeful; which he ever learned ftom books - 
upithe courfe of many years ftudy, might 
béitaught to any Man of common fenfé 
and attention in almoft as many months, 
ands that two’ years. experience is worth 
alt-his\Iuibrary.—Medicine in reality owes 
mroreto that illiterate Enthufiaft Paracelfus 
than:to all'the Phyficians who have wrote | 
ince the days of Hippocrates, if we €x- 
sept Dr. Sydehham, who owes his reputas © 
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tion entirély to a great*natural fagacity 
“in making obfervations, ‘and a ‘ftill more 
~“ancommon candor in relating them. What _ 
Tittle“ Medical Philofophy he ‘had, which 
~“-was as-good as his time ‘afforded, ferved 
~only to warp ‘his Genius and render his — 
: ac more perplexed and tirefome. — 
Bur what thews in the ftrongeft light at 
~~ shat an aweful diftance Philofophers have - 
~ “ufually kept from Enquiries of general 
“utility to Mankind, is that Agriculture,as ai; 
Science, is ‘yet only in its infancy. —A Ma- | 
~~ thematician or Philofopher, if he happens’ 
~ to poffefs a farm, does not underftand the 
~~ conftruction of ‘his cart or plough fo' well 
“as the fellow who drives them, ‘nor is he 
* ~_ fowellacquainted withthe method of culti- 
_ seg his ground tothe ereateft advantage. 
~Noruine ‘contributes mote to deprive 
_ World of the fruits of great Parts, 
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» than the paffion for univerfal knowledge 
» fo: conftantly.annexed.to:thofe who. poffeis 
» them... By means of this,the flame of Ge- 
» nius is wafted in the endlefs labour of ac- 
)cumulating promifcuous or. ufelefs fats, 
« while it might have enlightened the moft 

ufeful. Arts. by concentrating its force.up- 
» on one object. Nothing more effectually 
» checks this diffipation of Genius, than the 
» honeft love of fame,..which prompts. a 
» «Man. to appear. in the world as an Author. 
» This neceflarily. circumfcribes his excur- 
«dons, and determines the force of his Ge- 
9/miusinto one point. This likewife refcues — 
whim from: that ufual abufe, and proftitu- 
yy tion, of fine parts; ‘the wafting of the great- 
Jveft»part of, his time. in reading, which is 
epentirely the, effect of Jazinefs. Here the 
+» Mind is in a great meafure paflive, and be- 

«comes furfeited with knowledge which it 
~ BE never _ 
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never digefts: The memory is. burdened 
with a load, of nonfenfe and i impertinence,. 
while the powers of Genius and Invention. 
Janguith for want of exercife, Wei 
Havine obferved . the . ‘little “conte 


quence that a great Underftanding i Is ge. 7 


nerally of to the Public, let us next cons, 
fider the effeéts ithas in promoting, the 
happinefs of the Individual. — It is very, 
evident ‘that thofe, who devote moft of 
their time to the exercifes of the Under- 
ftanding, are far from being the happieft 
Men, — They enjoy indeed. the pleafure: 
arifing from the purtuit and difcovéry of 
‘Truth. — . Perhaps too the vanity arifing 

from a confcioufnefs of fuperior talents 
makes no inconfiderable part of their iI 
pinefs. —But there are many } natural font - 
ces of pleafure from which they are ina 


‘great t mealure cut off, ~All the public and 
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até not (Bl aoe # daa grow aguat 
_= People: who devote moft of their time 
to the cultivation of their Underftandings, 
- mutt of courfe live retired and abftracted. 
from the World. ~The focial affections 
(thefe great fources of happinefs) have 
therefore no play, and confequently lofe. 
their natural warmth and vigor. The pri- 
vate and felfith affections however are not. 
proportionably reduced. Envy and Jea~ 
ol uy, the moft tormenting of all Paftions, 
prevail remarkably ety a} this ‘rank of 
ene 
OWikn abftraction Hows" Company is 
ea tried far, it occafions great ignorance 
of life and manners, and neceflarily de= 
fr Man of all thofé little accome: 
ments’ ‘and gracés which are effenc 
a to ee atid elegant Society, and 
E 2 which 
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which vean only. be acquired By. mixing 
with the World. —The want of thefe is 
often an infuperable bar to ‘the advance- 


ment of perfons of merit, “and proves — 


therefore a frequent fource of their die 


sult to the World, and cconfequently to 
themfelves 5, ‘for no “Man can be happy 


in himfelf, who thinks ill of every one — 


around him.—The general complaint ‘of 


the neglegt of merit does not feem to be well 
HOLL SiogxXd 

founded.—It is unreafonable for any MV 
fisD 


who lives detached’ from Society, to ¢ com~ 


TESGC 


plain that his merit is neglected, whe 


TAG 


he never has made i it known. | ‘The natu- 


a SES D 


ral reward of mere Genius, is the efteem 


of thofe who know and are judges of if 


This reward i is never ‘withheld, —Thete i is 


a like unreafonable complaint, ‘that Titdle 
x4, JO 


regard i is commonly paid to good qualities | 
of. the heart. But i it fhould be ‘confider- 
ed, that the World cannot fee into the 


heart, 


- = 
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heart, and can therefore only judge of 
its ‘goodnefs by vifible effects, There is. 
a natural and proper ‘expreffion of good 
affections, which ought always to accom- 
pany them, and 3 in which true Politenefs 
principally confifts. This expreffion. may 
be counterfeited, and fo may obtain the 
| reward due to genuine Virtue; but where 
this . natural index of a worthy character 
is wanting, or where there is an outward 
expreffion of bad difpofitions, the World 
cannot be blamed for judging from fuch. 
appearances. 

Bap. health is apecier: common atten- 
dant on | great parts, when thefe parts are 
misotis 
‘exerted, as is ufually the cafe, rather in 
2 fpeculative than active life.—It i is ob- 
derved that great quicknefs and \ -vivacity 
of. Genius is is ‘commonly attended with a 


Sehr delicacy of conftitution, anid a 


io” E li 
. cu ia 
Sods o1ni 93t 40: HoW oi2 abr nee 
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peculiar fenfibility of the nervous Syftens, 
and othat> thofe,; who! poffefs >it; feldom 
atrive at Age. fedentary ftudious 
life greatly increafes this: natural weak- 
nefs. of ‘conftitution, ‘and: brings»on: that 
train of nervous complaints and: low dpi- 
rits, which! render life: a burden tothe 

poffefior and ufelefs to\the Public. » No- 

thing can effectually prevent this: butoac- 
“tivity, tegular exercife, and frequent» re- 
~‘Jaxations of) the’ Mind from: thofe keen 
‘purfuits it is ufually engaged in.—Too 
‘affiduous’an exertion of the Mind oncany 
‘particular: Subjed, not: only ruins! the 
health, but’ ‘impairs the Genius -itfelf; 
whereas, if the Mind be properly: unbeht _ 
\by amufements, it always “returns: toxlits 
pene object with double vigor; 91) (is. 
‘ “Bur oneot the principal misfortunesiof - 
a Breat scam pd: when: exerted in 
oun a a {pe- 


($5). 
afpeculative rather than an active Sphere, ° 
dsvits tendency to leadthe Mind :into ‘too 
deep. a fenfe of its owm weakcnefs: and :li- 
_-mited ‘capacity: ++ It looks into Nature 
“swith too piercingan eye, difcovers) every 
-where) difficulties never fufpested> by» a 
‘ecommon Underftanding, and finds its pro- 
-grefs ftopt by obftacles that appear infur- 
-mountable. »» This: naturally »produces/a_ 
-gloomy and forlorn Scepticifin, which: poi- 
fons the chearfulnefs of the temper, and by: 
othe -hopelefs profpect it gives of improve- 
yment, becomes the bane of Science, and : 
oAGivity. This Sceptical Spirit, when. 
: carried into: lifey! renders Men of the beft 
»Underftandinges unfit for bufinefs, When: 
ethey examine with the greateft accuracy 
_all the poffible ‘confequences of a ftep they — 
jaretormake in life, they difcover fo many 
ndificulties. vand chances, -againft .them, 
“oq! & Bea which 


s 
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which eyer-way, they'go, | that they,becomery 
flow, and), fluctuating in, their, refolutions, :, id 
and undetermined in their,conduét., But as; » 
the bufinefs of \life.is only.a.conje@turalyArt. gid 
in which, there, is,no) guarding .againft.all,.,. ig) 
poffible contingencies, a,Man.that would... 40 
be ufeful to.the.Public or to himfelf, mutt. (on 
acquire .a,,quicknefs) in, perceiving where... 
the greatelt probability of good lies, muft,., ig 


-he decifiye,.in, his .refolutions,. fteady andy nl 


fearlefs.i An, putting them in execution... , iog 

We, fhall, mention, .in the, daft, places 5... 
among...the’ inconveniences, attendant - ON bai 
{uperior parts, that folitude in which, they,), 
place,a. perfon.on whom they are beftow~,;,;) 
ed, evenin the midft of Society.,. a) Istodk 


Condemned in Bufinef$ or in Arts to- drudges yin sy 


Without a Second and without a J! BYS64is issonod 


To the Sere} who are judges of ‘hi sabisy[3} 
paid he stssian: object of jealoufy,and}isy 


t Pope. bsaeilsb gs to £ ois add 
am : envy. 
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envy. Ther bulk of Mankind” confider’ 
him.with that awe and  diftant-repatd hac"! 
is inconfittentwith confidence ‘and friends Ps 
hip?“ They will never unbofom’ ‘them? 9" 
felvésto one they ‘are! afraid: of) nor Jay” 
open’ thei¥ weakriefy'to one they think has!!09 
noné "of his owns? For this*réafon' we! °° 
comtionly find’ Men of Genius! have the!?® - 
oreateft real affection ‘and friendfhip*for 
fuck? as are’ very ‘much’ their’ inferiors! in’ 
point of ‘Underftanding’s cood- natured; ' it 
unobfetving' people, ‘with whom they can’ 
indulge all their peculiarities’ and weak=)""' 
nefiés’ without’ réferve.’ Men of stéat abi)! 
lities"therefore who prefer the ‘fweets of o. 
focial life: and’ ‘private’ friendfhip ‘to’ the <9 
vanity “of being admired, mult-carefullyo 
conceal their fuperiotity, and’bring them-" 
felves down to the level of thofe: theypcomf 
verfewwith}/oNeither muftthisfeem td beois!! 
the effect of a defigned condefcenfion ; 

ee for 


( 68 ) 

for this;is ftill more pine to humam 
pride than theothet.zid to lovdt sorrmody 

o Exuswehave enideavouted: to point out 
the effects; which the faculty»of Reafonj 
that boafted characteriftic: and privilege of 
the human Species, produces among thofe. 
who poflegs it in the moft eminent degree, 
and from the) little influence it feems to. 
have in promoting either public or private: 
good, we are:tempted to fufpect, that Pro- 
vidence purpofely' blatts thofe great fruits: 
we naturally expect from it, in order to 
preferve a) certain. ballance and equality. 
among. Mankind. — Certain it is that 
Virtue, Genius, Beauty, Wealth; Power, 
and every, natural, advantage -one ccannbe. 
poflefled, of; are, vfually mixed:with fome 
alloy,, which. difappoints (the “fond hope: 
of, their) raifing.the poffeffor to any rune 
common) degree of eminence and veves | 


1 ig 
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in: fome: meafure brings him downto the: 
common level of his Species, : 
~THe-next diftinguifhing Principle’ of : 
Mankind, which: was mentioned; is that: 
which unites them into Societies, and ate 
taches them to»\one another by fympathy 
and affection. This Principle is the fource 
ef the: moft heatifolt aes which we 
everitafte. =~. 11g 1 3 

olf does. not. appear to noth ag natu= 
rab:connexion with the! Underftanding: — 
it was obferved: formerly that | perfons of 
thesbeft Underftanding pofiefled it free 
quently in ‘a*very inferior degree to the 
reft‘ofi Mankind ; but it was at the fame 
time noticed» that’ this did ‘not proceed 
from lefs natural fenfibility of heart, but 
from the) Social Principle languifhing for 
wantiof proper -exercife.—It muft be’ acs 
erated that the idle, the diffipated, 


mm. *. and 


(60 4 


and debauched, draw moft pleafure : from 

this fource. — 
» Not only their’ pleafires ae Pe | 

vices are often of the focial kind. “This 


191 
makes the Social Principle warm and» vi- 


ya 
sorous, and hence perhaps there i is more 


friendfhip among them than among Men 
of any other clafs, though confidering the | 


flightnefs of its foundation, fuch friends 


fap cannot ‘be fuppofed to be very ‘ate 


ing. - — Even drinking, . if not carrie 


to excels, 1s found favourable to Boome 
yeh SCAU 
thip, ‘efpecially in our northern climates, 


5 
where the affections are naturally cal 


as. it wet an artificial warmth, of 


to ‘wife. Men, but inconfiftent with TAM Zl 


{il} 
| thip, which i is entirely a connexion ‘of, the 


tS ap: BIW 
heart.- — 

3Y a wole 

LL 
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eae thofe warm and elévated. deferip: 
tions of friendfhip, which. fo powerfully 
charm the minds. of young ‘people, and 
reprefent i It as the height of human felici- 
ty, are really romantic among, us. —When 
we | Jook round us into life, we meet with 
nothing correfponding to them, except 
among an happy few in the fequéftered 
feenes of life far removed from the pur- 
uits of intereft or ambition.—Thefe fen- 


timents of friendthip are original and ge- 
19111 5.0 


nuine productions of warmer and happier 
limes, and adopted by us merely out of 
Yanity.— The fame obfervation may be 
applied 1 to the more delicate and intereft- 
in attachment between the fexes. - a The 
e and learned, of our fex generally 1 treat 
s ‘attachment with great fidicule, as a 
weaknefs below the dignity of a Man, and 
allow no kind of it but what we hhave-in 


RF a! 


~ 
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common with the whole’ Aninial Creation.” 
They ‘acknowledge, ‘that ' the fair fex’aré! 
ufeful tousy and a véry few will deign to’ 
confider fome’ of ‘them as ‘reafonable’ and 
asrceable compariions.+But it may be! 
queftioned, whether this°is not the land! 
guageof an’ heart infenfible to the moft® 
refined ‘and exquifite pleafure Human Naw” 
ture is ‘capable of enjoying, or the lant 
guage of ‘difappointed Pride,’ rather that 
of ‘Wifdom ‘and Nature.-No Man évet 
defpifed the fex who was a’ favorite “with 
them, nor did any dne ever fpeak Cone! 
temptuoufly of love, who was ‘confeiots Of! 
loving and being beloved es a ‘Word of 
merit. } nt 3 

Tr we examine into the other leat 
we ‘enjoy as Social Beitigs, we fhalf fine?! 
many délicaciés and refinements’ ‘admired! 
by ‘fome, which others who’ never “felt 
Qa the 


; 
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them treat as. vifionary. and romantice- 


[¢.is no, difficult, matter to..account, for 


this.——T here, is, certainly ‘an. original! dif. 
ference in the.conftitutions both jof, Men 


and Nations ;; but this, is not fo great.as, 
at, firit view it feems tobe. Human Na: 


ure confifts of the fame Principles, every. 
vhere,—In, fome) people one, Principle. is 
aturally flronger than it is in) others, but 


xercife and. proper culture. will.do.much. 


Q,.fupply the deficiency. The. inhabi- 
ants of cold climates having. lefs. natural 


varmth and fenfibility of heart, enter but. 
rfittle. way into thofe refinements of the 
qcial. Principle, in which Men of a differ, 
‘nt temper delight. But if fuch refinements. 
ine, capable of affording to, the Mind ia-. 
lecent and fubftantial pleafure, . it, should, 


q 


»¢,the bufinefs of Philofophy to fearch i into. 
mpRToRse methods of cultivating and d ims! 


« . he 
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proving them.—This fiudy, which mike 
a confiderable part of the Philofophy of 
life and» manners, has’ been furprifingly 
negleGed in Great Britain.—W henceis it 
that the Englifh with great natural Ge- 
nius and Acutenefs, and ftill greater Good- 
nefs of heart, bleffed with riches and li- 
_berty, are rather a melancholy and “un 
happy people? Why is their neighbour: 
ing Nation, whom they defpife for their 
fhallownefs and levity, yet aukwardly 
imitate in their moft frivolous accom- 
plifhments, happy in poverty and ‘flave. 
ry? We own the one poffeffes»ana 
tive chearfulnefs and vivacity beyond’ anj 
people upon earth, but ftill much is owe: 
ing to their cultivating with the greatef 
care all the Arts which enliven and cap 
tivate the Imagination, foften the ‘h 
and give Society its higheft-poliths*v 


( 65) 

the other, is immerfed in,a fevere.and- 
fupercilious .Philofophy,. which |feems: to. 
‘make them too wife.to begiappy.. In con- 
fequence of thisy we generally find. in Bri-; 
in a contemptuous manner of -all writings. 
addreffed to. .the Imagination. andthe 
heart, even of. fuch as. exhibit,genuine 
pictures “of life. and manners. ,. But be- 
fides}, the .additional..vigor,: which thefe. 
givelto'the powers of the Imagination, 
and.the- influence they have.in. rendering. 
the affections..warmer and more: lively; 
they arefrequently of the greateftfervice in 
“communicating a knowledge of the World; 
_aknowledge the moft important.of any 
tone who is,to live.init, and.would with 
to aét his part with propriety, and dignity. 
Moral painting is undoubtedlythe high- 
eftand. mot ufeful fpecies of, painting. 
Sp510 F ene The 
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=~ The execution may, be, )and generally 
is,) very: wretched, and fuch as has the 
wortt;effects -in, mifleading» the judge- 
ment, and.debauching, the hearts;-butif 
this kind of writing continues to’ comé x 
into; the hands , of Men, of Genius, andj — 
worth, no -room, will be left for, this, © 4 
complaint. io i ota ylswiiag 

- THERE 1s a nh sia w diffesentendtiall 


tween the’) Englith: and. French in thein 


Tatte-of; focial:. life. The. gentlemensife 

France;:in,all periods of>life, and» ven | 
in the: moft;advanced: age; never: aflociate 

with, one.another, but fpend-all the: ree i 
that canbe dpared, from: bufinefs on dtudp ‘ 
with the ladies, swith the young,) the gays. : 
and: the happy:—Itcis: obferved: thatthe ; 
people of thisrank:in France livelongery 
and, whatis of anuchigneafer confequences. 
liye:more- fapaigand enjoy, thein faculties 
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of Body and’ Mind more entire; imold'Age; 
than any people in Europe:~In Great Bri- 
tain we have ‘certain notions. of °propriety_ 
and: decorum, which lead usto think ‘the 
Frenchomanner'of {pending ‘their hours 
Of freedom’ from® bufinefs “extremely ti- 
diculous. © But if we examine very atten- 
tively into thefe fentiments of propriety, 
we fhall not perhaps find°them to’be built 
ona very folid foundation—We believe 
that it’ is proper for perfons of the fame 
ase, of the fame fex, of fimilar difpo- — 
fitions and’purfuits, to affociate together. 
‘But here we feem’ to be deceived by 
words) If we ‘confult Nature and com- 
mon fenfe; we fhall find that the true 
propriety and’ harmony~ of focal life 
depends» upon the connexion’ of people 
of different difpofitions ‘and characters, 
judiciouly blended. together. — Nature 
dc | Fig has — 
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has made, 100); individual. nor. no dats of) 


people, independent, of the: reft, of . their’. 
Species;,or}fuflicient, fors their own:hap<i 


pinefs. +m-Eachifex; each character, each 
period..of life, have,their feveral advansi 


tages, and difadvantages; and: that union! 
is| the hhappieft (and. moft. proper, where; 
wants, are. mutually fupplied.— The fair 


fex fhould naturally expe& to gain frori» 
our, converfation, . knowledge, -wifdom); 
and {edatenefs; and they fhould-give us; | 


in exchange, humanity, politenefs, chears 
fulnefs,, tafte, and fentiment.—The levie 
ty, the rafanefs and folly. of early life, is 
| 
and.the..wifdom of age; while the ¢imixa 
dity,. coldnels..of heart,.and lancuorins | 
cident, to declining years, are fupported: | 
and, affifted by. the courage, the swarmthy 
and the, BAY, of youth, —Old people | 
aeda would | 


tempered ,with the gravity, the cautions 
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would find reat Niddiiniis in affo- 
~ eiating rather with the young than with 
/thofe of their own age.— Many caufes 
_ contribute to. deflroy. chearfulnefs in 
“the decline of life, befides the natural 
decay of youthful vivacity. The few 
/furviving friends and companions are 
» then droping off apace; the gay pro- 
wfpects, that fwelled the Imagination in 
more early and more happy days, ‘are then 
‘»vanifhed, and along with them the open, 
eegenerous, unfufpicious temper, and that. 
evwarm heart which dilated with benevo- 
silence to all Mankind. Thefe are fuc- 
smceeded by gloom, difeuft, fufpicion, and 
eeall the: felfth paffions which four. the 
‘temper ‘and contra&t the heart.—When 
mold. people aflociate only with one an- 
eeother, they mutually incréafe thefe un- 
‘ehappy'difpofitions, by brooding over their 
dt F 3 dif- 


difappointments,, the, degeneracy, sof the 


times, and: fuch like chearlefs,and un- 


comfortable Subjects. —The, conyerfation — 
.ef young, people, difpells this\gloom jand — 


Gir ue ba a 


communicates a,chearfulneis, and) fome- ; 
_ thing elfe, perhaps. which we.do not fully 
underftand, of great. confequence to health 


and, the prolongation. of life. There isyan 


- univerfal) Principle, of imitation \among 


; ba 


Mankind, which difpofes them \to, catch 
inftantanéoully, and..without being ;con-— 
{cious of it, the refemblance. of any; ac-_ 
tion or character that prefents itfelf., This 


difpofition, we can often. check. by, the — 


force,of Reafon, or the,affiftance, of ;op- 
pofite impreffions: at, other times, iti is” 


‘infurmountable. We. have), -numberlefs - 
examples of this, in the fimilitude of,cha-" 
“ gacter and, mmanners, induced by, people 
divin ing much, together, jin. ,the,, fudden 


* 


com- 


r 
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Seommunications of terror, of eres 
dy, of joy, of the military ardor; when 
"no caufé can be affiened’ for thefe eind- 
“€ions°'The communication! of ‘nervous 
~diforders, -efpécially’ of the convulfive 
“kind, is often fo’ aftonifhing, that it has 
‘Been referred to fafcination or witchcraft. 
“We will not pretend to explain the na- 
“ture of this mental infeftion; but it is a 
"fa& well eftablithéd, that’ fach’ a ‘thing 
“exifts, and that there is fach a Principle 
“#i Nature as an healthy reeds as well 7 
: “as | fa morbid infection. 
-%2 An old’Man who enters ‘into this Phi- 
‘bfophy, i is far from envying or proving a 
-&chéck’ on ‘the innocent pleafures of youns 
apeople, and particularly of his own Chil- 
-@ren\? ‘On’ the contrary he attends with . 
| Might to the gradual opening of the 
Pagination and the dawn of Reafon; he 
- sff09 3 EF 4 enters 
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enters bya fecret fort of fympathy into! — 
their euiltléfs joys, that revive in’ hisime+" | 
_moty the ‘tender “images ‘of his youthy 
which; as‘ Mr. Addifon obferves, by length! 
of time have! contracted a foftnefs’inex= i 
preffibly agreeable’; and’ thus the evening — 
of life is protracted to an happy, honour 
able, and tinenvied old'Age, 9 > /isea = 

“Tue advantages derived to Mankind 

from Tafte; by which we ‘underftand*the 
improvement of the powers of the! Tmiaz 
gination, are confined to a very fmall nurs — 
ber.” The fervile condition’ of the bulk f 

of Mankind: requires: conftant labour fot 
their daily fubfiftence. © ‘This ‘of neceh — 
fity deprives them of the means of ?im= — 
proving the’ powers either’ of Tmaginat 
tion or of Reafon, except in) fo" far a8 
their particular employments’ make® fuch : 
‘ait Rao Rere necelary! Yet there is — 
great 
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veatreafon'to think the Men of this'claf 
the happietty at leaft fuch'of ‘them as are 
jut above wants If they-do’ ‘Not’ enjoy 
‘the pleafures arifing from the: proper cul- 
ture of the»higher. powers of ‘their’ Na- 
‘ture, they are free from ‘the mifery con- 
fequent/upon the’ abufe of thefe powers: 
“They are likewife in full pofféffion of one 
Steat fource of human happinefs, which 
-is good health and good fpirits. — Their 
fpirits never lanouith for want of exercife 
oriwant/ of a’purfuit, and therefore the — 
tedium vite, the infupportable ‘liftleff- 
nefs' arifine from the want of an’ obje&, 
fomething to with or fomething’ to fear, 
is unknown ‘among them. — But even 
amone thofe to whom. an eafy ‘fortune 
‘gives fufficient leifure and opportunities 
forthe improvement of Tafte, we ‘find 
- little attention given®to it, and confe- 
. _ quently 


. (oa) a 
quently olictle pleafure derived fre 
Nature vgives only: the feeds sof 7 
culture muft rear them, “or ‘they will 
never become afource: of pleafures+ , 
The. only: powers'of the Mind, ‘that have 
been much cultivated in’ this Ifandy-aré 
thefe of the Underftanding.—One unhaps 
py confequence of this has been to ditt. 
folve the natural union between” Philo2 
 fophy, and the fine Arts, an union’ ex- 
tremely neceffary to: their improvement? 
—-+ Hence) Mufic, | Painting, Sculprarep 
Architecture, have been Jeft:in the hands 
of ignorant Artifts unaffifted: by: Philofes 
phy, or even/an acquaintance with ‘che 
works. of ‘great Matters, ~The prodtice 
tions of purely natural Genius are’ formed 
times;great-and furprifing; but are: pene? 
rally ,attended with a wildnefs and luxe 
riancy vinconfiftent with’ cave: isp 
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he bufinefs of Philofophy: ito analyfe 

Lafcertain, the Principles:of-every ~Art 
Where Tatte.is concerned; Butvthis iloes 
a ot equire;a\Philofopher tovbemafter of 
the executive; part: of thefe Artsy cor to 
be, anyinvéntor; in them. | His: budinescig 
to dire& the -exertion of Genius in duch'a 
manner that its: productions) may attain to 
thé Aitmoftpoffible perfeGtion:: 21) oviok 
-ydras but too lately that amy attempt was 
made among us to analyfe theoPrinciples 
of Beauty, or ofimufical Expreffion.’ And. 
its having been made was entirely owing to 
the-accident of two.eminent Artifts, the one 
in| P ainting, the other in Mufic, ‘having 
a philofophical fpirit,. and applying: it‘ to 
their feveral profeffions. — Theirobeing 
eminent Mafters:and Performers, was un 
doubteuly of fingular advantage>to:thenr ~ 
im writing on'!thefe: Subjects,i ‘but was ‘by 
mo means fo effential as is generally be- 
lieved. 
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fieved. Tes is. likewife. but. very. Lise 
. that modern Philofophy has condefeended : 
to beftow any attention on Poetry, or 
on Compofitioa of any kind.—The genu- 
ine fpirit of Criticifin is but juft begin- 
ning to exert itfelf.—The confequence 
has been, that all thefe “Arts have been 
entirely under the dominion of fafhion_ 
and caprice, and therefore have not given’ 
- that high and lafting pleafure to the Mind, | 
which they would have done, if they had 
been exercifed in a way agreeable to Na- 
ture and juft Tafte. — Thus in Painting, 
the Subject is very feldom fuch as has any 

erateful influence on the Mind. — The 

defign and execution, as far as the mere 
Painter is concerned, is often admirable, 
and the T'afte of Imitation is highly gras 
tified, but the whole piece wants mean- 

ing. and expreffion, or what it has is tri- 


fling 
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fling and oftenextremely difagreeable. + 
It'is but’ feldom we fee ‘Nature painted int 
her moft‘amiable'or graceful! forms, ina: 
way that may:captivate the! heartland make! 
it'better. On the contrary we ever find) 
her‘in fituations the moft unpleafing to 
theMind; invold) Age, Deformity, Dit 
eafe, and Idiotifm. The Dutch and many 
oficthe: Flemifh commonly exhibit her in 
theoloweft .and) moft debafing ‘attitudes, 
and 3 in Italy the Genius of Piititing 3 is al: 
moft: conftantly proftituted to the pur- 
pofes of the moft defpicable fuperitition. 
++ Thus the Mind is difappointed in’ the 
pleafure which this elegant Art is foi ad- 
mirably fittedto convey ; the agreéable 
effe€bof the Imitation being counteracted 
andideftroyed: by the unhappy? choice of 
theSubject.'\— The | influence of’ Mufi¢ 
overothe) Mind ‘is. perhaps ‘greater! than 
bl “ 2 3 that 


| ( 78) | 
that of any of the fine Artsys Itis'capas: 
 bleof ‘rating and feothme: everyspaffiom 
and enotion. of the -Soulle. Yet) the: reall 
effects: produced: by it /are: inconfiderables! 
This is:entirely: owing to its being im ther 
hands: of }. practical’ Muficiansy “and not: 
under the direction of Tafte and Philofo- 
phy: /Fersinsorder to give Mufic .any; 
extenfive: influence over the Mind, the 
Compofer and» Performer muft unders 
ftand well the human: heart, the various! 
affeciations’ of the Paffions, and: the‘inay 
tural tranfitions: from. one’\to another, «fo! 
as to enable’ him: to: command. themomr 
_confequence: of his: fill in. mufical Exes 
preffion.—.No Science: ever flourithed): 
— while: itowas» confined) to\a fet of “Men 
who. lived» by’ it ass a profefiion. Sule 
Men have» purfuits very» different! frony 
the end. and defen of their Art. . The 

2 | in- 
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interefted views of a trade are far differ-- 
ent ‘from the enlarged and :liberal pro-. 
{pects:of Genius and Science: When the: 
knowledge of am Art is confined in this: 
manner;,,every’ private Practitioner: muft: 
astendito:the general Principles of his crafty, 
om ftarve. If he ses our of the common 
path, he: is an object of the jealoufy and) 
abuie: of his. brethren, and among: the: | 
reft»of Mankind :he:-can neither find) 
Judges, nor: Patrons. » ‘This 4s) particular-. 
lyothe: cafe ofthe delightful Art we are: 
fpeakingoof, owhich has) now: become: as 
Seience:fearcely::underfteod’ by: any ‘bus _ 
afew Compofers and: Performers ~They: 
alone) direct the public Tafle,- or rather: 
dilate to the World:what they:fhould ads 
miinecandribé!: moved: with, which:the vay 
epeghaigaaia makes: them: acqui¥! 
Mn 2A wisst lo og bos bosefeds 
fi : AS 


(80°) a 
-efce.in, Jett otherwife-they thould-be fabs 
_ pected,.to.jwant.Tafte, and, knowledge: in 
the. Subject.—Inithe meantime: Men of: 
fenfe. and candor. not. finding: that, plea. 
fure in: Mufic, which they were;made to’ 
expect, are above diffembling, and give: 
up.all pretenfions to the leaft.knowledge’ 
in. it... They are even modeft enough: ito! 
afcribe their infenfibility of the charms: of 
_ Mufic to their want of a. good ear,) or a 
natural Tafte. for it, and. they find) the 
Science fo complicated, that they dovnot. 
think sit worth the trouble it would coft 
them to,.acquire one. But before they: 
entirely, forego one of the, moft: innocent: 
amufements in life, not. to {peakiof 16 
in..an higher ftile, . it would,;not beim 
proper..to,.enquire..a little;more} partis 
~ gularly, into the Subject... We fhall there¥ 
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DISCOURSE IIL, 


1 bea is the Science of Sounds in 
fo far as they affe& the Mind.— | 
Nature independent of cuftom has con- 
_ nected certain Sounds or Tones with cer- 
tain feelings of the Mind.—Meafure or 
_Proportion in Sounds has likewife its foun- 
dation in Nature. Thus certain Tones are 
naturally adapted to folemn, plaintive, ange 
mournful Subjects, and the movement is 
Ge flow ; 


Pp 


tion, and mea afure of ‘the notes. if. 


k¢@ 84) 
beh cae oe here inH 2TH THLIO) ry 15h 
low others are “expreffive of the ‘joyous 


wILOC 'o a | sig is 
‘and e scteain and the movement is quick. 


2 Souinds' Tikewife atee the” Mind, ‘as 


A aa? If | 10 2 1G 7! 
they aré 16 ud or foft, rou igh or en Gt 


as ort 


diftinet” ‘fom the confieration of t 2 
gravity or acutenefs. “Thus in the FEoliah 


harp the ‘Tones’ are ‘pleafant and ‘footh- | 


‘ing, though they ‘do not vary in acute- 


Tele but ‘oily: in “Youdnefs. — The “ened 


‘Of the common drum i in ‘roufing and ele 
vating “the Mind is very {trong 5 yet ‘itt 
‘has: no wariety of notes ; “though the effe 


‘indeed here depends much on the propor 
a 


ti [Ey J ak 
“Mz LODY -confifts | in the agreeable f ccc 


fion of fingle Sounds. —The ‘melody ‘chat 
pleaies in one country ¢ ‘does. ‘hot aul 
pleale in another, ‘though there are ce cer 
ja 1 general Principles which ‘iniverdally 


regulate it, the fcale of ‘Mufic" being “the 
'. = fame 


ys 
we 
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fame i in all countries. Harmony confifts 
in the agreeable effect of Sounds differing 
in acutenels produced together, the gene- 
big Principles. of i it are likewife fixed. in 
- OnE end of Mufic i 1s, to. ‘communicate 
pleatare, but the. far, nobler and : more 
important 1S to command the Paffions and 
move the heart. In the firkt view it ‘is 
an, innocent amufement, well ‘fitted to 
is an agreeable relaxation to the Mind 
from the fatigue of ftudy.or bufinefs.— 
An.the other ' it is one of the moft ufeful 
Ars j in life. The effect of eloquence de-: 
rpends 4 ina great meafure on it. We take 
Mufic h here i in the large and ‘proper, fenfe 
oh, the word, the Art of varioufly. affect- 
ng tl the Mind by the power “of Sounds. 
Tn th th is fenfe, all Mankind are more or 
fs judges ¢ of it, without ‘regard 1 to crag 


‘nef $ Of ear—Eyery. Man feels ¢] the aiff 


auie 


orrigh> G 3 ence 
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ence betweena fweet melodious voice ands 


a hath diffonafit ones: sw cquods shor — 


_ iver veagreeable fpeakerjoinc ndepe ndent'; 
of the: {weetnefsof his Fones, crifesrandsis 
falls inc his> voice in fai -mufical sinters 
vals;:and) therefore: his difcourfe is: as)eas 


pable of being: fet :in mufical charactersiq — 


as vany,ifong) whatever:-— But showevetis 
mufical ‘a:voice may be; ifs the:intervalsg © 


_ which! it mfes sare: uniformly-the fame;oito 
. difpleafes, / becaufe the ear! ois fatiguedis 
with ithe ocenftant , return cof) the: fameg 
Sounds, however agreeable in themfelves 3: 


and: if swe! varev attending toothe: Subjectys 


weé-are difpleafed on another account,:ae> 


hearing thefame mufi cal paflages ufeditivi 


exprefs and infpire: fentiments ‘of the mdfto 


different and oppofite: natures;::whereasw — 


theyfhould be always varying;and adapted 
yolthém:! | This> —_ jutty brought greats 
of rif nO ridicule 


{- 
Ml 


( 87 DR) 


- ridiculeson whathis® called:Singingy a Dif> 


courfe, though what really offends is eithet © 
tas barkgesiofcehecfoidpsorsins seid 

tirefome'for.e-want cof varittyssss If welo 
quence in alliages, we muft»afcribe:thenr’ 
principally to:the: power ‘of Sounds!c Wee 


allow vthat ‘compofitionjs aétionjothe vex<s 
~ preffion’ “of »the* countenance;}oand fone 


other circumftances, contribute their fhare, 


though’a much fmaller one: The! moft ': 


pathetic compofition may ‘be»pronouncedy 
in fuch a manner; as to preventiits having” 


_ theleaft'influence? Orations which have = 
commanded: the Minds of the’ greateft» 


ee. 


Mienj°and» that have determined: the fate: 
of !Nations,chave: been read? in ithe clofers 
withilaneuorand:difgufts¢ ors snorsttib 
_ bAs-the ‘proper application of ithe voice: 
tosthe purpofes vof eloquencé) hasbeen: 
isliioibiz Ga. little 
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little: iattetidedaito, sat. has-been: thought: 
an Arty unattainable; by ‘anyoirules,:landi 3 
depending éntirely‘on naturakiTafte andj — 
Genius. i Insfome smeafure)! it /certainlys q 
ig {Oy yétuiti ismuch*moreéi-reducible toi 
riles;!andmore-capableyof being taught;i 
that is,corminonly imaginedsi> Indeed '‘be-- — 
foré Philofophy afcertains and methodizesi ; 
the Ideasoand> Principlesoon whichoany 
Aatydepends, citwis no: wonder 'it-be diffi“! — 
cult; of acquifition.—The very languages — 
indwhich-ithis: to. be communicated «is to9 — 
be! formedyy and» it isa confiderable time } 
before;this, language comes: toibe .underss 3 
ftood vandyiadopteds—— We:lshaveabresl — 
mafkable:inftance of thiscin: the Subjeéi — 
of »mufical: cexpreffion;: or) <peaformingial| | 
pieceiof Mufic with: Tafte,and proprietysa 
Peoplecwere fenfible, that thesfame:Mufioy ' 
performed by different Artifts hadgwery\ — 
sotzuM Mey different — 


(( 89) )) 

different’ effedtszeri Yet.theysalbiplayed! 
thesfame:notes, played sequally well ins 
tine atid) invitime. «Bututil there:was> 
an.unknown fomewhat thatave it.mean=) 
ing and -expreffion:from:one hand, while: 
from:another<it! «was? Aifgjefsc vandbrin fipids: 
-=People:werevfatisfied in refolving' thiss 
into: performing. with ors without Tafte, | 
which>was :thought:thé) entireepift of 
Nature, Geminiani, «who .2was)*both) 
aCompofer :and) Performer! ofthe high 
efb clafs,»:firft thought’ of: reducing: the: 
Artiof>playingron the: Violin: with Tatte! ; 
torules, sforo;which purpofeshe: was! obu! 
liged stoymake'a great) addition to ‘the! 
niieidaP lanouage‘and> charaétersds Ther 
fehemen wassexecuted» withy preat | ingeo 
nuityjqyet) ixhas!ifcarcely been vattended 

toibyany:prattical: Muficians except! Miri! 


Awifon! ed efind tasshib yd henoheg 
aagstib. as @ Music, 


‘seni a at * 
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- . oMusreyslike Eloquence,» mutt :propofes 
ascits end al icertaimeffectito:be produced) 
onothehearers.« df itoproduces this:effedt; > 
itcis! good: Mofic 32 if vit failss itis: bad. 4g 
No) Mafic: can® be}:pronotincedgood !ot4 
bad invitfelfi;s it caf onlynbe: relatively: fo.1i 
Every country: has.ax Melody: peculiar:to: 
itfelf,, expreffive ‘of the feveral \Paffions. 
A: Compofer mutt havea: particular)\te-os 

gard to this, if he propofes to. affect: them? 
—— Thus imScotland :theresis a fpecies \ofi1 
Mulic perfectly well fitted» to infpire thatg 
joyous mirth fuited to’ dancing, andra? 
plaintive: Mufic- peculiarly: expreffive uofia 
that itendernefs: and) pleafing: melancholyii3 
attendant con diftrefs in) love; -bothori~ti 
ginal im:their: kind, and: different fromilt 
every other in Europes«Itas of inoweon-03 
fequence i whence® this: Mufici-derivessits 
origin, .whether:it) be \fimple:or complex,d 
 aldssigieb according ; 


- 
— ae 
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according to the,rules of: tewular campos 
dition; cory againft> them 57 whilft bite pros: 
dycesiits intended effect th a.efirperiordeso 
gree.todany: othe?, sit is: the!/preferablet’ 
“Mofic3oand while a perfor feels thie a} 
it. is a: reflectioncon/his Pafte and common? 
fenfe; if: not onshis candor to defpifecitw > 

_ €fuEy whorapply «mich coftitheirs time?! 
tosMufic> acquires new Tattes}o befides* 
theirnationak one;> and in the infinite: vas") 
rity which Melody:and Harmony are ¢a=~ 
pable of, -difcovernew fources of pleafure 
formerly unknown to them. But ‘the finefto; 
natural Taftes never adopts |.al hew one, 7 
tillithe eat»has been: long accuftomed tor: 
it, andiafter allvfeldom: enters into sit-with?s 
thatowarmth and feeling, which'thofe do;'3 
to-whomiit‘is nationals ye"! si voriio yieve 
‘ _¢I nm ygeneral\:admiration) pretended» tos" 
be.gitem to foreign’ Mufic in Britain, .issaio 
Sgaibioz2s defpicable 


(92), ° 
defpicable. piece in _affeGtation,. In \ Italy 
we fee the natives tranfported at, the opera. 
with all that variety 0 of delight and paflion- 


may Oni 
which the Compoter ir intended to produgey 
ai Sg | rh ‘S) ti LISSA ft 


—'The fame opera in England is feen. 


i ry fyort 


with, the moft remarkable liftlefinets and 
inattention. ‘Tt can raife no paffion:in the.. 

atidience, becaufe they do, not, underftand 
the language i in which j it is written, — Toe 
: them it. has a as Tittle meaning as. a. piece: 
of inftrumental Mufic. The. ear. mayy 
be tranfiently pleated | with the, Air, Of ay 

fong,. but that i is. the moft trifling effee, 
of Mufic. ic. — _ Among the very. few who, 
underftand ‘the language, and. enter - vith 
pleafure and Tafte into the Italian Muficy. 
the conduét of the, dramatic ‘part appears. 
rel ridiculous, that. they. can. 3 feel | nothing. 
of that’ tran{port of paflion, the. united. 


effet of Mufic and Poetry, sels ma ye 


: 
q arate = 
bake \. O = a 
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“Be 'pradually pated ‘by ‘the’ artfu Se: 
and’ ‘unfolding ‘of la paaBale tor Wass 
yet vanity prevails much ch over: the very 
fenfe’of pleafure & “that ‘the id oper rs 
a England’ ‘more frequented by "People le 


Prank, than ai any “other public diverfions 


MOMNSTIEME © 


aiid ‘they, © ‘to. “avoid the. imputation of 


or Tafte, ‘condemn themfelvést to fome 
alt 
Bhs painful attendance on it every week, 


moe 


and'‘to” talk ‘of iti in in raptures which their 

Réatts ‘fever felt, | ae 

4 Simbiterry ‘i in Maibay i is ‘very, y neceh, 
Ath | all ‘Mufie’ intended to reach’ ‘the 

i art, or even greatly. to delight ‘the cats 


his 


LHe eed hefe™ mut ‘be produced, in- 
wadeveauny? ori not at all. The. Subjedt 


OTIC? 


miift therefore t be fimple and eafily traced,, * 
aad Hot'a “fingle note of grace fhould be. 
aciititted” “D ut’ what has at view to the, 


Bil LOEW fy Y 1390 
x * Brown. 
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:propoftdiendi++1f fimplicityoof Melody 
be foindeéfary:whéte thecview isto move 
ithe Pafionsy fimplicity of! Harmony matt 
be ftillistnéres riedeffatys¢ Some! of the 
moft delicate» touches! 6f-pathetie Mufic 
will-not:allow!any-accompanyment. (°° 5S 

JotDs8 ancienti(Mufic certainly produced 
much greater.and:imore general effects than 
the moderns:thdugh the accounts of ‘it be 
- fuppofed greatly “exaggerated: —Yet: othe 
Sciénce of ‘Miufic) was in‘a'very low ftaté 
among:the Ancients. They were ftranses 
tov Harmony;'all ‘the voices anddnftrad 
ments being :unifons ‘in'concert’! vand-the 
_inftrumehts they ‘made ule‘of, ‘appear 10 
“have been ‘much inferiorjin refpeé? of 
compafs; iexpreffion, and:variety,'to there 
whith weiare poffeffed iofio Yet thefe veryl 
deficiencies (might ‘render! their’ Mufid’ 
thorejexprefiive and powerful, +The 

it 2 
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wiew\of Compofers was to touch the-heart 
-and.. the. Paffions.. »Properi:Melody) was 
fufficient for this —purpofe;: which: might 
ealily be comprehended: andrfelt!by the 
whole people.—There> were» not two’ dif 
ferent fpecies. of Mufic. among them; as 
pith us, one for, the learnedoin the Sci- 
ence, and. another for thé vulgaris (>): 
od THE introduction of -Harmony opened — 
anew, World. in» Mufic.y|:It:promifed te 
give »that.variety which’ Melody.alone 
gould. never. afford, and -likewife to give 
Melody an additional: charmyand:enetgy: 
= Unfortunately,the frft Compofers: were 
fo, immerft \in»\the | ftudy of -Harmony, 
which - foon appeared: to! beva Sciencerof 
Great -extent),and., intricacy, «that. thefe: 
Principal ends of) it: were forgotsw They 
Valued themfelves;on the laboured>icom) 
fimétion of. ‘parts wwhich «were ‘multiplied: 


“wiv . | in 


egg ) 
ina ‘furprifing marner.—In fad this Art 
“of Counterpoint. and complicated Har 
mony was in .a very’ ‘few years brought 
to the higheft degree’ of perfection, aftéf 
its: introduction “by Paleftine, who lived” 
jn the time of Lico X.—But this fpecies | 
of Mofic could only be underftood by 
- the few who had made it their particular 
ftudy. ‘To every one elfe it appeared 
5 confufed Jargon of founds ‘without 
‘defign or meaning. Tortie? very few 
“who underftood it there appeared an evi+ 
dent deficiency in Air or Melody, ef 
‘pecially when the parts were made to run: | 
in ftrict fugues. or canons, with whieh 
“Air is in a great meafure incompatible. 
Befides the real deficiency of Air in thefe 
compofitions, it required the attention to 
be conftantly exerted to:trace the Subject 
‘of the Mufic, as it was alternately carried 
on 
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on through the feveral parts; an atten- 
tion inconfiftent with what delights the 
_€ar, much more with what touches the 
_ Paffions; where that is intended, the Mind 
mutt be difengaged, muft fee no con 
_trivance, admire no execution; but be 
open and paffive to the impreffion. ~ 
Tur artifice -of fugues in vocal Mufic 
. feems in a peculiar manner ill adapted. to 
affect the Paffions. If every one of four 
voices is exprefling a different fentiment 
anda different mufical paflage at the fame | 
time, the hearer cannot pofibly attend 
to, and be affected with them all.— This 
is a ftile of compofition in which a perfon, 
without the leaft.Tafte or Genius, may 
_arrive.at great perfection, by the mere 
force of ftudy : But without a very great 
“fhare of thefe.to give fpirit and meaning 
to the leading Airs or Subjects, fuch 


‘ H come 
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compofitions.. wall. always Pai dry. and 
ansdeRiiels Befides the objections that 


lie. againtt,..all, complex x), Mufic confi. e 


dered) -as |.to,,.its § pean ete there are 


i DAS 


others, arifing, from. the, great difficulty 
of, its. execution, , It, is. not eafy to, pre- 
ferve’. .a number of inftruments. playing 
together, in, tune. Stringed inftruments 
are falling, while wind inftraments Aatus 
rally rife in their tone during, the, perfor. 

mance. + But it is not, fufficient ‘thee 
all. the Performers, play, in the. mott exatk — 
tune and.time.. ‘They mutt, vall, anders _ 
ftand the. ftile.and defign, of, the. compolis 
tion, and be able to make the refponfes 
im» the fugue, with, proper, spirit, . Every 
one,imuft, knowhow, t9, carry on. sa 
Subject with the proper expreffion when 
itois his, tura, to lead; and: when he, falls. 


ae 


¢ 
‘ 


intovan auxiliary, » parts; he mut, know h hone t 


torhep o £0 ' 


. 
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to conduc? “his ‘kécompatiymient § in fuch 
a a inantet 4 as to give an additional force 'to 
the’ Yeading! ‘Subj ee! But imvfital Tatte 
and judgement’ ‘ate moft ‘Peniarkably ak 
played’ in the’ proper” Adcoifipatiying’ of 
vocal Mufic, efpecially with’ the thorough 
Bafs. If this’ is not conducted with the 
Mise attention té heightén the intend= 
ed -expreffion oF the’ fone, it ‘deftroys 
it altogecher, s frequently’ happens 
fom. ‘the’ Diet in thé’ “full chords; 
whén a a fingle " ‘note fhould ‘only “have. 
been ftruck, “or when perhaps: ‘the? acs 
| coiipaijiede should have ee vale 

PNRM 28 Asie vide 00 
Ad “Pons at! few" peifariners 
have an idea’ of, aid fewer’ are able to 
asnguet’ “OMOR “Performers: “think they 
| ad aI thaP iS indwimbent on’ chem, if they 
play in “tuné And! aa “times anid’ vanity 
a H 2 often 
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often leads’ them to make their Voice’ of 
inftrument to be ‘heard above! the ret? 
without’ troubling their ‘heads ‘about the 
COnipoter defigh, *” 3 Jun Shy ere 
“Tr has: been much’ ‘the fathion for tai? 
years paft, £6 regard Ait ‘entirely in mui 
fical Compofitions; and the learned works! | 
of Harmony have fallen into negleét, bee 7 
ing confidered as cold and fpiritlef&s. T his’ 
change has been introduced by Compofers 
who unfortunately happened to be great’ 
Performers themfelves. Thefe ‘people’ eat | 
no opportunities in the old compofition Hs OF 
fhewing the dexterity of their exediition’s 


oo shai and oe fights," whic 


—— 
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of the parts,; cannot be confidered in any, 
other light, than Solo’s. sz It, is, not. cafy. 
to characterife, the. ftile of -moft of, thefe 
pieces. In truth they haye. Beto} character, 
or meaning atall.—The Authors of. them 
are ¢. little . concerned what Subject they. 
choot, their fingle view being. to excite: 
| the. furprife and admiration of their hear-. 
ers... This they do by the moft unnatural 
andy wild -excurfions, that have not the re-. 
motett. tendency. to charm the ear or 7 aa 
fect: the, heart, . An many paflages they are, 
grating 1 to, the ear when performed by the. 
_ belt hands, but in others they ,are. per-, 
feétly. intolerable, . aa fs 
AL new, flile of compofition, ‘has. lately 
7 been cultivated i in Italy, and greatly pro-; 
-moted in Britain, particularly. by;one per-, 
fon gf rank, The prefent fafhion is, toyad-, 

mire this, and. to defpife Corelli as wants, 
ho H 3 ing 
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ing, {pirit and yariety. or The.truth fe 
selli’s ftile, and. chis, will. not, beara, com- 


parilon. = . Corelli’ ’s,excellence,confifts in 
the chatty of his poeent inp, the 


— 5 The, er ples, by), as ‘pirit and, a | 


RESLELS 


able varie ae in. a seit a potieiies ) 
tog little. of the elegance and pathetic, Ca 


‘prefion of Mufic,, to, remain. Jong, the. 


prblic mballes 2.6 asian s viaobs 
sod HOUGH: Mufe, piace in, ics 
fal application; ; »to, delight..the pies and 


itouch the. Paffions of. the, bulk, of Man- 


kind; requires the utmoft fimplicity,, yet 


_confidered as, any Art: capable, of, giving a 
Jafting and varied enjoyment, to,the few, — 
who, trom,a,ftronger natural Tafte devote _ 
-Part, of, their, time, and. attention.to its cyl- 


HGH Prag Banh adie and requires:va- 


STHRIV es 7 riety, 


* 


‘ 
1 ’ 


a) 
Hlety; anid ever foe’ degtee “of compli 
Cation: — Not save the ear Becomes’ mote 
delicate by soln? Bitt: ‘the aie 2 
FLAS fio woe ic 6 ya ng 
i Waew the'ear becomes Deland With 
‘a Variety of Melodies, it begins’ ‘by de- 
Brees to relifh others, befides thofe which. 
@te national. A national Melody ‘may 
Have ‘expreffions for only 4 few affections. 
A) cultivated ‘and enlarged Tafte eafily 
adopts a greater variety of expreffions for 
-¢hefe and other affections, and learns from 
‘the déepeft recefles of Harmony, to ex- 
“prefs fome,, ‘unknown | to pein ‘national 
Diila 
© “Wuewn one practifes Mufic much, the 
fimplicity of Melody tires'the ‘ear. When 
He’ becing to héar an Air he was’ formerly 
“aoquainted® with, he’ immediately“ recol- 
SS the whole, and’ this anticipation ‘pre- 
ILE —#H 4 vents 
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Vepts his enjpy ing, te) heidi thastin | | 
fore,the afitance..of Hlarmony, whichy 
without busting, the Melody, givesia:vaol 
nie to, the Mufies and, fometimes,: ret 2} 


JSS WORSE 


: ders 1 the Melody, more tPA ea 
tice enabl s One. to) trace.the Subject of aon 


complex Concerto, as it is. carried throu@ho> 


the. feveral Parts, which,to,a,com mon ear 


tinct, from, the, pleafure; which the, eanreio. 
ceives here from, the Muficy there.is any 
other, Which arifes, from the, perception of}; 


the sggnttivance and i ingenuity of, the Comm. 
pofer.— % = Phe enjoyment, it, mutt, be owns, fh 


ed, ais not, of that, heart-felt, kind. which 


fimple ¢ Muli, can only give, but of a | MOLE)» 


fober and {edate kind, which proves more, 
lafting;,, And. it mutt, ‘be confidered., that), 


whatever ¢puches.the heart,or the Paflions(, j 


ty ik 


very fenfibly, mult be applied with avery — 


judicious — 


{ roe} ) 

judicious and Very! fpating hand. “The” 
fwekteft’ and fillet Chords murt Be sei!” 
dom’ repeated, ~otherwite theseettain effet 
As fatiety and: ‘difgutt. LTHEY WhO! aré beft 
acquainted? withthe | human ‘heart, ‘heed 
not be ‘told’ ‘that this obfervation is “ot 
anoles FHF?! 4 28 OFINQY2 {109 

~ On''the' ‘whole’ we may ‘obferve, had” 
Gnakidal Genii confifts ih thé invention © 
of ‘Melody ‘fuitéd” to’ produce ‘a defired 
effet on’ thé Mirid —Mufical Tafte con-”” 
 fifts HPCohAUaINS ‘the Melody with {pirit 
and'élepance, in flich a manner’ as to pro- " 
a fingle effet in its: full force, 

PUdcE MENT in’ Mufic is ‘fhewn’ by? 
adapting “fuch harmonious” adeompaniy="” 
“‘meats"to the Melody as’ may give ita va-"" 
ridty! without deftroying its Amplicity’ sin” 
: the preparation and ig fhe pt of Difcords, nls 
,° v8 diiw DIGGs Od SM Yk Ji} nah, vapy 


ChLIOI OS As pS f : 
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aiid théSartful! sagan one ~ 
tovanother<Tatte’ if? a2 Peiforimer ‘con- 
fifts' ine a kiiowledge! of the Compofer’s 
defen, and: “exprefiing it'in a” fpirited ard 
pathetic < mianner, ‘without’ any view “of 
fhewing’ the’ dexterity of his own exeeu- 
‘tion. —But though ' all thefe circum ftancés 
‘of: Compofition and Performance’ (h6uld 
‘eoneur im any piece of Mufic, yet it mutt, 
always’ fail-in’ affecting ‘the Paffions; Cun 
- Jef its! meaning’ and diré@iion be afeers 
tained: by adapting it to’ fentiment’ ‘and 
pathetic. compofition. — Tt exerts its 
oreateft’ powers ‘when ‘ufed ‘as! nat 
fiftant (to Poetry’ T+ hence \the” oréat 
fuperiority of vocal to inftrumental' Mie 
ies? the “human’ voice ‘is capable! OF 
qiore ‘jaftnefs; and’a more délicate Hit 
ficako ‘expreffion, “than ‘any’ inftriment 

t, Brown, © 

eTHNUO? what 


; 
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| whatever s othe, perfection of. .an  inftru- 
Ament, depending. on its) neareft. approach 
(£0. it. om, Vocal Mufic), ‘As.,much, confined 
by. the. Janguage «ity is..performed) in. 
— he Rakai and fweetnels of | ‘the 
| tnt cha aol over the) »\Englith ia 
Rrench,, .which,are harfh, unmufical, and 
full.of confonants ; and this among other 
-Angonveniences,occafions perpetual facti- 
fices. of the quantity to the: modulation *. 
his, is, one, Breat caufe of \the re 
which sa in, vain: oy. tO.cover 
| gad.fupply by laboured. and“complex. ace 
companyments,—As| vocal Muficsis, the 
ofrft, and, moft natural, Mufic -of every 
country, jit),is,,reafonable. to) jexpect fome 
pts Retween it.and the, een of the 


3 : ” * Roufleaus 
e359 country, 
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country, bah which: jt it As. ae piers 
The reat fuperiority of thes cotch . fongs 
to the Enghth may in a great meafure 
be accounted: for from “this Principle, 
The Scotch. fongs : are fimple and tenders 
full of ftrokes of, ‘Nature. and Paffion. 

So. is their Mufic. Mott of the Englity 
fongs, abound i in.quaint and childith cone ~ 
ceits. i hey all aim at. wit, and fome-. 
times attain it; but Mufic has no expreh, 
fion for wit, ‘and the Mufic of their fongs, 
is therefore flat and infipid, and fo dittle, 
efteemed by the Englifh themfelyes, that. 
it is in.a perpetual fluctuation, ‘and, hag. 
never had any characteriftic, ftile, ~— On the, 
other hand, England has produced many, 
admirable Compofers of Church, Mufic sf 
—Their g great attachment, to Span d 
has ‘often led them into a wrong track 

in “other relpetts, they. have {hewn both, 


yin , 
Liickiaies ; Genial i: 
emis Me 


if \ 

10g } 

pojasbs Aoidw at .vuayes 

Geni wes Talte.- Relig ion indeed cent 
th nol id ¥ LO Tioe cal, JB9To 

‘ample eft fie for’ mufical, as. well as 

Sits: ae VS oh ONT 03 

poetical Genius, i it pro uces “almoft all 


ee | 


the “Variety of Subje&s, Whigs “Mule can 
express, the | “fablime, | “the. joyous, ‘the 
chearful, ‘the ferene, the devout, — ‘ the 
P aintive, the forrowful. It likewife warms, 
the heart with that enthufiafm fo peculiarly 
neceflary ii in all works of Genius. —Accor- 

dingly the fineft compofitions in “Mufic 
we € have, aie in the Church ftile. “Handel 
fa ar advanced 3 in “life, when his conftitus 
tion and fpirits feemed nearly exhautted, 

was 0 "roufed’ by this Subjedt, ny ‘My 

eX ibited proofs of. extent and fablimic ‘i 


of Genius i in ‘his Meffiah, fuipetior ¢ to any, 


he Hs an her ewed 1 in his moft Vigorous and” 
haf yy ois of life —We have‘ another | 


at 


inffance of the fame kind 4 In Marcell lo, a. 


944 


noble Venetian, who fet the A BR 
ta | | Pfalms 


afi ; 


Praia We ate tn bre he bit 
united: ‘the’ fimptieiey aie ‘pathos “of the é 
aiicient Mufie with the! orace and’ ware | 
of the modern. In compliance with He 
Talteof the times hé was fometines forced 
to ‘leave that finplicity of file whith he 
loved’ and admired, but by doing ‘fo Be 
has enriched ‘the Art with a variety of ' the 
moft expreffive and unufual’ Harmonies. 
— The great objec in vocal Mufi¢ enced 
make the Mufic expreffive of the fenti? 
ment, How little this is ufually regarded 
appears by the practice of finging all the 
parts of a fong to the fame Mufic, ‘thought 
the fentiments and paffions to be’ expte 
ed‘be’ ever fo different. aarg the wee 
has atly character at ‘all, this is ‘a a 
felt” ‘violation | of “Tafte’and | fenn 
fenke, as it ‘is obvidus every ‘different 
fetreinsertt and"paffion fhould be expreffed 
2 in 
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inga file peculiarly, fuited) to itfelf But 
the moft. common. blunder. 4 in Compofers, 
who aim at. expreflion, as. their, Pepe 
‘imitation 1 for i a a oi 

| bt Music, ( confidered as. an. imitative 
Arty-can imitate only Sounds or Motion, 
and this laft but. very imperfectly. — A: 
Compofer fhould make his Mufic expref- 
fixe of . the ;fentiment, and never have a 
reference )to | any. particular word ufed j in 
conveying ,that- fentiment, | which is. a 
¢gemmon practice, and really a miferable 
fpecies | of. punning. — Befides, where 
imitation 1 is, intended, it fhould generally. 
be Jaid upon.. the. inftrumental. accompa- 
ayments, «which by. their greater, compals 
and, warlety are, fitter to perform the imi+ 
tation, while the. yoice is) left, at, liberty 
misters * the fentiment,, W hen, the i imia— 


qi See Harris‘and Avifoni, fe at 


os 


baa 


fi 
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tation is laid upon the voice, it oblige 
‘it, to a ftrained and unnatural: exertio 
and prevents the’ diftinét. articulation. of 
the words, which it is. neceffary to pres) 
ferve in order-to convey the meaning of 
the fong.—-Handel .fometimes obferved 
this very carefully, at other times, as Pip 
Genius or Attention was very unequal 
he entirely neglected it. In that beauti= 
ful fong of the Il Penferofo, 


*< Oft ona plate of rifing ground, 


t 
2 
; 
y 
** I hear the far.off curfew found,” 4 


with great art. and fuccefs into the fym- 
phony, and referves the: fongyentire for , 
the expreffion of that: pleafing tranquil 
melancholy, which the words emphati# 
cally sauAy: He has fhewn the fame 
addrefs 


( @ug ) 
RRA ‘the: celebrated: fone sof: ‘Aion : 
Sone Huth: yeslittle: warbling 
“quire,” where! hethas laid the imitation 
of the warbling of the birds.wpon the 
fymphony, and accompanyments, and ‘pre 
ferves.in the fong that fimplicity and ten’ . 
' er languifhing;. which the Subject of “it 
peter required.—On the other: nie 
in the. fongy in Semele, inal 


© The morning Err co mine accords his note, 


«« And tunes to my diftrefs his warbling. throat,” 


he runs:a‘longand laboured divifion on the 

word Warbling; and after all, the voice 
gives /butya very faintvimitation of the 
warbling’ of thelark, though the violins 
in the fymphony could exprefs’ it with: 

gteat juftnels. and delicacy.—In the union’ 
of Poetry and Mufic, the. Mufic fhould be: 
Bein qeibh 0: fubfervient™ 


<a 
ae 
| 
at 
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— fubferyient.to the Poetry ::thewery reverfe 
_.is the)eommon, practice ;,the,,Poetryds | 
ever, made, fubordinate..to,, the Mufic.>-— 
Handel, made thofe people; who compo- 
fed the words, of his Oratorios, | alter and . 
tranfpofe them, as he thought beft fuited 
his, Mufic; and as no: Man, of Genius: 
could fubmit to this, we find the Poetry : 
the moft wretched  imaginable.\— We 
__ have frequently a more shocking inftance 
-of the little regard the Compofer, has.to 
the Poetry, and to the effect which. thould 
be left. upon the Mind. in) the. Tepeti- 
tion of the firft. part of the, Mufic after 
the. fecond,—It frequently Raper apace 

a fucceffion of very. oppofite,.Paffions 
takes, place in. the. courfe. ofa. fongs 
for inftance, from anger. to,reconciliati 
i ssa SH with, which, the. eal 
» Aue 


‘Gites it fhould concludes Yet the Com- 
°polér fometimesconttruas' his Mufic in 
“fuch'a way, as requires'a'réturn ‘from the 
‘fecond to” the Art part’ with which it 
‘Mftend.— This is a glaring “abfurdity in 
"point of fenfey and likewife dittraas ‘the 
*Minid’ by a moft unnatural fucceffion’ of 
“Paffions. —We have another inftance of 
“the little regard paid to the ultimate end of 
Miufic, the affecting the Heart and Pafii- 
“6n8} ‘in ‘the univerfally allowed practice of 
lniakihe a long flourifh at the clofe of a — 
foes afd’ fometimes at’ other Petiods of 

9t/+“ Ih this the Performer is left at liberty 
46 thew the utmoft compas of his’ throat 
4nd execution J "and all that is required, 
48}"'that he*thould conclude in’ the proper 
key: the Petformer accordingly takes this 
‘Opportunity’ of ‘théewine the audience the 
‘extent of his abilities, by the moft fan- 
pe | Pig ci. mL teleas 
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taftical “and tinthéaning’ eave OF 
execution The difgutt which this’ givés — 
to’fome, “and the: furprife’ ‘which it excites » 
in all’ the audience,” ‘breaks the’ 'tideCof — 
Paffion inthe foul) and’deftroys all the | 
éffeét which the’ Compofer' has ‘beef? 1a 
bouring to. produce. — Our ‘Oraterios — 
lie under’ a’ great difadvantage in? ‘being 
deprived of the affiftance’ of AGion™ arid 
Scenery: another one is’ their having fo | 
unity or deéfign as a whole. Phey sare 
little elf than a collection of fongs ‘pretty 
much independent of one another. Now 
the effect of a Dramatic’ performance 
does not depend on the‘ effect of “patti 
‘cular paffages, confidered by'themfelves, — 4 
but on that artful conftruction, by whih 
one part ‘Gives ftrength' to” ‘another; ‘and 
gradually’ Works the ‘Mind -up ‘toothole 
‘fentiments and paffions, which. it was 
I ~ the 
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“ghe-defign. of. the, author. . to produces-— 
Tl he effects of Mafic depend. upon, many 
other circumttances,- befides, dts connec- 
tion! with: Poetry. — The: effect; . for in- 
“ftance, of Cathedral Mufic depends. great- 
ly on.its being properly adapted, to, the 
particular fervice of the day, and difcourfe 
of the Preacher, and fuch a direction of 
‘fitfirequires great tafte and judement.— 
fet, this, is, never thought of: the whole 
-conduét of the Mufic is left to the caprice 
ofthe, Organift,, who. makes: it airy or 
sgxave, chearful or melancholy, as it fuits 
chis;fancy,..and often degrades the folem- 
ity and gravity fuitable to divine wor- 
Lip. sby).the lighteft and moft, trivial 
Bite Ya “doiBir ; 
bosWe, fee. the. eee want ey sacra: Tafte 
dashe, Mufic ers between the acts 
abw st Adoidw vl 8 Brag eins dn, 
‘ed 
i 


- 
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in }.Tragedy,, where the tone of .Paffion , 
is, oft broke: in upon,,.and,deftroyed), by 
airy, and. impertinent Mufie.-—The. effect 
of, Mufic .may, fometimes be loft. by, an 
unhappy, affociation , of Ideas with .the 
perfon, and, character..of a. Performer. 
When. we, hear.at.the Oratorio an Italian 
Eunuch fqueaking forth the vengeance 
of divine wrath, or a, gay, lively {trumpet 
pouring forth the complaint. of a deeply 
“ penitent. and contrite heart, we cannot 
prevent our being hurt by.fuch an: aflo, 
ciation.—Thefe. obfervations relate | prin; 
cipally to. the public -Tafte of Mufic, in 
Britain, if the Public can be faid.to, have 
_any, Tafte.—In) Italy. a chaftity, an,ele- 
gance; a,.fimplicity and, pathos. of {tile 
has. been cultivated_by mie Aftorgo, . 


shes Elements of Criticifmy 004 28) 19° 
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- @yldata) and fone other’emiinent matters, 
| Wad we ‘hope will foon fpredd ite influence. 
42'P could not purfue' this Subjedt farther 
Without ‘entering deeply into"'the intrica- 
tiés ‘of the” technical’! part’ ‘of (Mufie, 
Which I have carefully endeavoured’ ‘to 
‘@¥oid. — My defign was ‘only’ to” thew, 
that the Principles of Tafte in’ Mufie, — 
Tike thofe of the other fine ‘Arts, have 
their foundation in Nature and commoh 
“fei; that thefe Principles have beeh 
SOfly violated by thofe unworthy hands 
to whofe “direGtion alone this delightful — 
: mreits entrufted and that Men of fénfe 
and: génius fhould not imagine they want 
‘an? ear or’ a ‘miufical Tafte, becatife they 
donot relifh much of the niédern Mufie, 
asin many cafes this is rather‘/a proof 
of the goodnefs both of: the,one and the 
ther. 
| I 4 AFTER 
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Arter all it cannot be expected, that 
either Mufic, or any of the fine Arts, will 
ever be cultivated in fuch a manner as to 
make theax wlefuk “and “fablervient to init 
till the natural union be reftored which 
happily fubfifted between them and Phi- 
lofophy in ancient days; when Philofo-— 
phy gave toythe World not only the qe 
accomplifhed Generals and Statefmen, ut. 
prefided with the greateft luftre and dig- 
nitv over Rhetoric, sia ao, 
all the elegant Arts that — andsado 
Mankind. PLELOD. Sty, £1 osrak- bag 
3 I 8 ay slasiV iO Fi8G” 

Read at the Philofophieal Societysivot 

2 Auoutt oth. 17631 .acemud ai 
PhO | 5 OF Apia 4S VIEe 
} ulsalg, | 
i. 2ashtieon. odd ono temo: evista 
san ad? to smol at ofisT botevish j28 vd 


pid LASS 3 
' * 


| ( 128 ) 
tirit Db : i293. 9 eatee: iy aif rar 
Live et li Sf : ¥ ; Tete fit 
Os 28 tomar 6 couln bstsviluo scbasys 
: +3 Cie LA LS i R*> De Phar D7 4 ta V8 Cet 
Heel Wioodh Code Ceadh Cons 
PSR LE YW JIOIIIT OO EC j Susi aot 
£1019 i 
rblo if 
- 
D EN S Cc fo) U R 8 Eo Ww. 
” 


‘Twas’ formerly Re that -the 
Ahopleafures) arifing from works, of ‘Tafte 
a Imagination were confined to,af{mall 
part of Mankind, and that although the 
‘foundations ‘of a; good | Tafte, are, laid 
in human Nature, yet without. culture it 
never comes toa confiderable fource of 
pleafure.. As we formerly made fome 
‘obfervations on the real effects produced 


bya cultivated Tafte in fome of the fine 
ey LR Arts, 


‘hs 


MD 
sy 
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Arts,> we fhall: proceed to’ confider its ins 
fluence on the pleafure arifing from fuch 
works: of Geniusiias! are) inca’ particular 
mannen addreffed to the Imagination and 
the hearté o0'This: pleafure; in’ the earlier 
part of life) is: often: extremely high 
Youth, indeed) has peculiar advantages in 
this refpect.— The Imagination’ is. thet 
lively and vigorous, the Heart: warm and 
feeling, equally open: to: thesjoyoustimy 
preffions of wit and humour, the forceof 
the fublime, and every fofter “andiomore 
delicate fentiment of humanity...oltcisia 
melancholy thing to obferve::the gradual 
decay of this innocent and rich fourceiofi 
enjoyment, along with manyothersequal= 
ly pure and -natural.—Nature, itis true? 
has’ allotted: different» pleafures: to differ 
rent periods of! life : but thereris no.reat 
fon to! think, that Nature has» deprived 


OD - “I 
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any period a thofe aun wevare, now 
treating of. » wriselg nSda.n 

asi We saediue Serna of many of 
the: ufeful Sciences: as wellas fine: Arts 
being left: entirely an the shandsiof Men 
wnafiifted with Learningand Philofophy ; 
butsthere is fome reafon to fufpect that 
thefe affiftances have commonly been aps 
plied to: works: of ‘Tafte and Imagination 
inrfuchamanner as has rather weakened 
their force andinfluence.—This Subject 
is;anterefting, and deferves a eerie 
difcuffion.. b 
ise, Imagination, like every thing in 
atures) is fubjeéted ito: general and fixt 
laws, which can::only -be  difcovered by 
experience. -But it is a matterof the ut: 
mot) difficulty: precifely to afcertain thefe 
laws.on The:Subject is fo fleeting, -fo vas 
fhousiin | different | countries,. in: different 
yas. | 7 con- 
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conftitutions, of Men, and, even inithe 
fame perfon in different, Retiods. and. fity; 
ations in, life, thatqit requires a perfon.of 
the’ mott enlarged knowledge of Man: 
kind to, reduce its; laws.to any kind. of 
Syftem ; ; and this perfon likewife. mutt in 
himfelf poffefs the moft delicate: fenfibr 
lity of Heart and Imagination, otherwife 
he cannot underftand what he is employs 
ed about.—Such a Syftem of laws, parti, 
, cularly relating to Dramatic and Epic 
Poetry, was formed by fome great Men of 
antiquity, and has been very univerfally 
adopted fince their time, . It mutt be ob, 
ferved however, that the..moft admired 
Epic, Poem in the World, _and_the,mofk 
perfect, Greek Tragedies, were compofed 
before. the eftablifhment: of thefe,laws, 
and | feem principally., to. have. laid.;the 
foundation of thems.°) yo ssf bodiilde 
| ae : Norime 
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>cNornine tends’ tore to 5B the this 
proverent Of ‘any ‘Art’ ‘OF Scitice; than 
the’ “reducing ° all! its’ “Pificiphes too foon 
inito’ a regiilar’ 'S}ftem. The’ bulk Of 
“Mankind ‘ate’ incapable of thinking “or 
judging for themfelves on any Subject: 
There’ are’a few leading fpitits, whom 
the'reft mutt follow. This makes Syftems 
{8 univerfally agreeable. If they cannot 
teach people ‘to think and to feel, they 
itach them’ what to fay, which anfwers 
all ‘the purpofes of vanity, the moft uni- 
Verfally tuling Principle among Mankind, 
“and which patticularly fhews itfelf in'the 
‘Suibjeets we ate treating of, as they make 
‘{6°Confiderable:a part of popular’ conver- 
fation. 2A perfon without the leaft Tafte 
ot Genius ‘may, by the help ofa little 
‘Raiding, make himfelf mafter of all the 
eftablifhed rules of Criticifm, and’thus'ac- 
ex OVS quire 
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quires the:!reputation both«of |'Tafte and : 
Learning. | ‘Thefe rules make it very eafy 
for a.dull Many to/point out’ the: defects” 
of a work of Genius, though no'rules cari 
inform him: when he is'to'admire and°be - 
moved. He has likewife the advantage 

-of a fixt; ftandard to appeal to, that'of 
ancient and eftablifhed authority, an aus 
thority which the modefty and goodfenfe 

- ufually attendant on real Genius fubniits 
to in filence. By thefe means fafhion! 

and authority take the lead in all’ decifions 

of Tafte, few being fo hardy as to’ fhake 
off their fetters, boldly to avow what they 
~ feel, and to appeal from: the tribunaltof 

Ariftotle to that of Nature. But when 

once, Tafte comes to be*confined ‘in ‘this 
manner, itis capable of : ‘the! greateftoper 
verfion,, and every: fentiment°of Natarel : 

na be deadened or effaced: “a 


7 
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fsnua corruption of the «very foutce® and 
fountain, of »-genuine): Criti¢ifing «which 
depends: entirely ony properly! collecting 
and «arranging: the » feelings» of” pure 
unaffected Nature. «We do not mean 
here; to». detract from» the’! merits of . 
Ariftotle as a» Critic, whofe writings: in 
that character are not the leaft proofs of 
the.extent. and acutenefs of his Genius ; 
but;all Criticifm im a certain degree mutt 
be temporary and local. 
2mS0OME tempers, and even fome Nations 
are ;met pleafed with Nature in her faireft 
andi;moft regular forms, while others 
admire; her: ini the great, the wonderful, 
and) wilds} Thus: elegance, regularity, 
anid:fentiment are chiefly attended to’ in 
Erance,and.French Criticifm principally: 
refers to thefe.;but: its rules can with no’ 
Propriety be applied in England; where 
a the 
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the natural Genius or Tafte of the — 
is very different. The: gtand,. the fub-. 
lime, the furprifing, and avnitie very, 
forcibly) trikes: the Imagination, ought 
there to be principally regarded... “With+_ 
out thefe the utmoft: elegance and. pro 
priety will be cold and infipid; and) with 
them elegance and propriety can be iny 2 
good meafure difpenfed with. fia: 
WueEnever what is called a very: core 
re&t Tafte generally prevails, the powers, 
of Genius and Invention gradually, lane 
euith ; and the conftant attention to ~~ 
vent giving offence to a few, renders 
them incapable of giving much. plesiull 
tomuyeen te me _ 
elk ha and Haliaaer of Tatte, 
an acquifition very dangerous and dee eli 
ful. — It flatters our pride. by giving) :t p 
a confcious: fuperiority over the» — 
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“Mankind, and by’ fpecious "promifes of 
njoyment,to: vulgar’ Minds,” often cheats 
sPout Of thof pleafures,: which. belong 
€qually to the whdle Species, “and which 
‘Nature intended: every one fhould enjoy. 
Péople poflefed: of extreme delicacy are 
haunted as-it were with an evil Genius, 
‘by certain Ideas of the -coarfe, the low, 


the vulgar, the: irresular, which ftrike 
them in all the natural pleafures. of life, 
@ndrender them: incapable of ‘enjoying 
©] aire is feareelyan external or in- 
‘ternal ’Senfe but may be brought by con- 
‘Pant indulgence and attention to fuch a 
‘degree of acutenefs as to be difgufted at 
every object that is prefented to it—This 
“extreme fenfibility and refinement, though 
‘Wfhally at’ firlt the effet of vanity’and af- 
feEtation, « yet by a conftant attention 
Sa K to 
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to all the,little, circumftances that feed 
chem, ifoon become real.and/ genuine. ‘But 
Nature has\ fet bounds: to all, our, pleas _ 
fures. “We! mayenjoy;them, fafely with: 
in) thefe’ bounds, | but; if, we refine. tog 
much upon them, the certain vier 
is difappointment and chagring) 9.0 on 

 Wuen fuch a falfe.delicacy,, or; tase 
hids much the fame. effect, , when'-the,af- 
_ feétation of .it comes to, prevail .generally,, 
it checks,.in works of Tafte, all vigorous — 
efforts of Genius and Imagination; ener- 
wates the force of language, and produces 
that. mediocrity, that, coldnefs and»inf- 
pidity, of .compofition,, which does; not 
indeed,.greatly ,difguft, but never ican 
give high: pleafure., » This is one bad \ef-- 
feof the, fpirit. of -Criticifm, prevailing 
very generally, and efpecially when; Men 
OK: gi ning and philofophical Genius con- 
defce 


mei 
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defcend to beftow thei attention on works 
of Tafte and: Imidoination. As ifuch Men 
are fometimes deficient in thof powers of 
fancy, and that fenfibility ‘of heart, which 
‘are efféntial to the rélifhing fuch Subjects: 
they are too’ often ready to defpife -and 
condemn thofe:things which they have no 
‘Hieht to orice of, as is they neither aici 
Aer feel them.’ 
UAcclear and acute Underftandine is far 
from being the only quality neceffary to 
forin a'perfe&'Critic—The Heart is often — 
“%noreconcerned) here than the Head—In 
~-genetal) it feems the more proper bufinefs 
‘ef true philofophical Criticif to obferve 
‘and watch the exctirfions of fancy ata 
-diftancey than to be continually checking 
wall its Jittle irregularities. ~Too. much re- 
| Mitediut: and’ “ene is of more fatal con- 
$M09 2uUISW) ig LOKE Gi its fequence 
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fequence» here thania hettle > ila seinnal 
oe vigor ndtibonHhcomle iiidaioes 

o Dna beauties bé. every work:of Tafte 
are of) different) degrees, sand )fo are} its” 
blemifhes. » The’ igreateft | blemifhi is: dal 
‘want of fuch beauties as:are charaéteriftic, : 
and effential ‘to. its -kind.s Thus: inidras ” 
matic: Poetry one .part maybe conftrudte. 
ed according to the laws of unity and 

truth, whilft another directly contradligts, 
them... The French, by their oreat atten: 
tion to the general-oeconomy and ‘unity 
of their fable, and the mechanicabrcons 
(truction of their feenes; have;univerfally 
obtained the character of fuperior nceré 
rectnefs..to, the Englifh. If.) correétne 
confifts in. ja freedoms from ‘littlesfaul ts} 
they | certainly: are» entitled )jto! sige la aL 
vader mm But, unity of character ts “prior 
yaengd -bn. @!Mfufeum, | ‘vol. 'T. ° conntte on ‘* 
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indignity to unity iof~fable, and in: this 
refpect the Enelith greatly excel them! 
heir characters indeed areoften forvasue 
and indeterminate;»that: they are) not ca- 
pable of inconfiftence: They are frequent- 
ly'too making‘long declamatory fpeeches, 
where the Poet forgets he is imitating, 

and-fays pompous things’ in hisown per- 
fon, when he ought only to ‘fay natural 
things, ‘and fuitable to the condition of 
hisiAtor.. The Frenchified: appearance 
ofiall their:characters, ‘without any regard 
tocthe country where the fcene is laid, is 
afiother great abfurdity in the condu@ of 
their Drama. Theft are inftances.of want 
of true Tafte far beyond the broken! {cenes 
and:frequent changes of! place on’ the 
Englith Theatres: The latterindeed thew 
aneglect.of mechanical contrivance; but 
the former ftrike at the truth and beauty — 
ec ae of 
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of péctié imitation in”its moft: efential 
pait/+Shakefpear, “by “his lively: creative 
Imagination, his ftrokes*of Naturerand 
Paffion, “aiid -prefervine’ the ‘confifteney 
‘of his’characters, amply compenfates for 
his tranfgreffions againt ‘the rules of\tame 
and place, ‘which the Imagination ‘canea- 
~fily difpenfe with. - His frequently break-_ 
ing the tide of the Paffions ‘by the antro- 
~ dudtion’ of low and abfurd comedy isa 
“more capital tranfereffion againt Natufe, 
and the fundamental laws of the Dranya. 
 Propabiiity is one of the boundariés, 
“within” which it: has’ pleafed Criticiinito 
confine the Imagination. This appears 
‘\plaufible, ‘but upon enquiry will perhaps” 
* be found too far-extended) ' Events may 
“appear to’ our Reafon not’ only impro- 
“bable, but’abfurd’ and’ impofiible; yet: the 
sae may adopt them‘ with’ facility 
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| jandsdelight., The,time was, when,an unt- 
overfal-belief prevailed of invifible Agents 
feoncerning themfelves in the;, affairs of 
ythis World... Many events were fuppofed 
to happen. -out of. the ordinary: courfe, of 
sthings. by the fupernatural agency of thefe 
_Spirits; who were believed to be. of . diffe- 
_¥ent ranks, and of different difpofitions 
_towards Mankind. Such a belief was.well 
‘padapted to make an impreffion on fome 
of the moft. powerful Principles. of our 
Nature, to eratify the natural Paffion for 
the marvellous, to dilate the Imagination, 
_ ta ‘boundlefs erage, to’ its. excur- 
eqs ‘hs ‘thofe days the old Romance was.in 
yats higheft elory.. Though abelief of the 
-dunterpofition..of thefe invifible,Powets in — 
oithe-ordinary,affairs. of Mankind has now 
yceafed, yet, it ftill keeps its, hold of the 
bas K 4 Imagination, 


. + Hg6py : 
Imagination, awhich’\shas a matural = pro 
penfity, 10, embrace this, opinioniigdeénoé: 
we find, that. Oriental {tales continuésto; 
be... univerfally read. and: admiredosby! 
thofe,.who -have,\not\ the deaft»beliefiins 
the: Genii, whoare ‘the thot important! © 
Agents,in.the ftory. ‘All that werequire in’ 
thefe works of, Imagination: is ano unite 
and, confiftency of + charaéters veh, hel F 
Imagination -willingly. allows, itfelftoobey 
deceived, into a belief of the! exiftence ‘of! 
beings, which Reafon fees | toybe-ridiout 
lous ; but then, every, event mul: takel 
place i in fuch,a regular) manner; as»mayibe J 
naturally expected from. the: interpofitio: al, 
of pare tnstgene ee and: nowee “ini | 
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{trong ‘evidence of the eafe with which 
, theilmaginationjis deceiveds| it the effects! 

produced by awellactediPrapedy, The: 
‘Imaginations there foon becdme’! tod’ 
much heated; land) the ‘Paffions too’ much 
: interefted, tocallow Reafon to refle& that) 
"we ate agitated with the feiened  diftia® 
ofjipeople ventirely at''their eafe.’ We 
“faffsr ourfelyes: to! be tranfported’ from’ 
-place:to place,:and believe we are hearine’ 
the ‘privatesfolilogquy of “a perfon in his’ 
chamber, while: he is talkingon a ftage 
fozas toibesheard: by a thoufand peoples!) 
_ 9dQupideceptionin our modern Novels! 
: isanore perfect than in the old; Romance 3" 
-butias they. profefs to» paint Nature: and” 
| Characters .as: they: really ‘arep it’ is ‘eve’ 
-denti that: the powers: of fancy ¢anhot" 
Tavesthe fame play, nor 'eai?'the® fel” 
Ceffion of incidents: besfe’quick nor fo 
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farprifings;:j;It.requires: therefore a-Ge- _ 
nius of | the:firft, clafs;to.give| them) that — 
fpirit/and.variety,fo neceffary, to captivate — 
the, Imagination, jand)to preferve them — 
from»finking, into dry) narrative and. tire- 
fome declamation, ia 


NorwitlsTanpine the Adiceicamnil 
‘travagance of the old Romance inymany — 
particulars, it feems, calculated to, pre- _ 
duce more favourable effects on, the. mo- 
‘vals of Mankind, than our-modernjNoe- — 
-vels.—-If the. former. did not, reprefent — 
yMen as, they really are, ~it teprefented 
ethem, better; its. Heroes) were patterns 
of courage, generofity,, truth, humanity, 
‘andthe moft-exalted virtues, Its Heroines | 
» were, diftinguifhed. for modefty,, delicaey,: _ 
vand,\the -utmoft, dignity of mannerss— | 
» Phe latter. reprefent. Mankind too,much 
what they, ares paint fuch-fcenes| of ;plea- _ 


is 
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fure and vite ‘as’ are mnworthy ‘to {cé the 
‘ight, and thus” in ‘a> manner’ hackney 
‘youth in the ways° of wickednefs, before 
‘they are well entered into ‘the’ World’; 
-expofe’ the fair fex in the moft wanton 
and fhamelefs manner to the eyes. of ‘the 
World, by ftripping them of’ that modeft 
wefetve, which is the foundation ‘of grace 
--and dignity, the veil with which Nature - 
-fiiterided* to! protec&t them from too fa- 
-gniliar an-eye, to be at once the greateft 
igAciterment? to love and the ereateft fecu- 
_ sityo'to virtue —In fhort, the one may 
_ egaifead the’ Imagination ; the other has 
e#'tendency to inflame the Paffions and 
—aeorrupt the Heart. The pleafure which 
«we receive from Hiftory arifes' in a great 
-meafure from the fame fource with that 
swhichwe teceive from Romance. “Itis 
-wotithe bare’ recital of facts that gives ‘ts 
sisik  pleafure. 
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pleafure. |. They, mutt. be, facts that orvey ; 
fome)agitation to.the Mind by their being, — 
important, interefting or, furprifing. «But, 
events of this kind.do not. very frequently, 
occur in Hiftory, nor,.does it defcend jto. — 
paint thofe, minute features, of particular, | 
perfons which are more likely to engage. 
our Affections. and intereft our, Paffions; 
than the.fate.of Nations. Itisnot there, 
fore furprifine that: we find. it fo difficult, i 
to keep attention awake in reading, Alia 
ftory, and that fewer, have fucceeded. in, 
this kind. of compofition than),in,.any, 
other whatever.; .To:render Hittory,plear, = 
fing and \interefting, it isnot fufficiens, 
that.at.be {triétly impartial, ;that it: be 2 
written, with, all,:the €legance,,.of lane *.| 
‘guage, and abound:jin the ,.moft. judicie 
ous.and; uncommon, obfervations. We ~ 
never) begin to. enter with, pleafure into,a 

Hiftory 


; 
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” Fiiftory’ till wei contrat an Attachment'to 
. fone’ public and’ important ‘cafe, or fome 


diftinguifhed ‘chara@ers Which it! repre! 


 fents to Us) ' Phe’ fate of thefe interefts us,” 


- 


aid ‘keeps the ‘Mihd ‘th an” anxidtis' vet 


_ pleafing fufpence. We do hét require the: 


author to’ violate ‘the’ truth’ of’ Hiftory' 


by< ‘réprefeniting ‘our favorita”! caufe or 
 hevoas perfect ; 5 we willallow hint to’ te 
: prefen efent Yall their ‘weakneffes’ and’! imper~ 


féétions, but ‘fill it’ muft be’ with ‘fuch 4 
téhder’and ‘delicate: hand as not to deftroy 


ou attachment! There ts'a fort’of unity’ 
__ of Gorififtency ‘of chatacter ‘that’ we even’ 


messed in Hiiftory.' An author of any die 
‘eenuity who 4s'difpofed to it dan‘ eafily 


-difappoint ‘this expectation without devia! 


Stine 'from truth: ‘There are cértain féas 
| tutes in ithe oreatett ‘and “worthiett cha’ 
_ -Fadters, Which maybe painted in fich a 
:. cys! ri light 
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light \asitoimake ‘them appear littl and 
ridiculous: If an Hiftorian’ be) conftantly 


attentive !‘to;°checkyadmiration; he rcer= 


tainly may doit; °but if the Mind»be:thus — 


continually: difappointed; ‘and can: ‘never 


find an object that it can dwell oncwith — 
pleafure,: though we may admirevhis\Ge- 
nius and: be inftructed by his Hiftory,shé _ 


will nevér \Jeave a ipleafing and grater 


| fulcimpreffion’ on the | Mindye: Where 
this is the prevailing fpirit cand wenis 


of a Hiftory;:it not: only “deprives)sus 
of.a great:part of the pleafurecwe %eét 


pected: from: it, ‘but leaves’ difaoreeable — 


effects-on the Mind, as it. ftifles»thaeme: 


-ble enthufiafm, whichis the! foundation 


of all. » great actions; and produces) aide 


7 great 
I 


_ 


: Coldnefs,: -and indifference: about | 
all» Characters:and Principles'whatfoevert | 
We a SR AER however it may be of — 
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great-fervice in,correcting the:narrow pre- 
juices of party and \faction ;|as-they will 


besmore influenced, by the!reprefentations: 
ef one-who feems to take-no ides than by 
any thing which can: be faid: eve their an- 
tagonitts. ido.ns bai 
oA: lively i Ai and: particle 
lyia. poetical: one, bears \confinement no 
where fo ill.as\in the ufe of Metaphor 
and{Imagery.\/ This is the: péculiar pro+ 


-vince-of the Imagination.» The foundeft 
_-headscan:-neither, affaft, nor) judge. in itp 


‘Lhe -Poet’s eye, -as it) *: glances» from 


_heaven-to earth, from earth to heaven, is 
- ftruck-;with snumberlefs ‘fimilitudes’ and 
analogies; that not -only pafs unnoticed 
by,the reft,of Mankind, but even cannot 
-beoccomprehended when,’ 'fuggetted):'to- 
thenay);Theresis a ciate between: 
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ce rtatnOe rie forms of Nature,’ and ter: . 
-tainaffeGtions of che Mind) that’ may Be | 
felt, "but cannot ‘be explained oo Some. ( 
‘times the ‘affociation | may be" “actidetita, i 
‘but it often’ feems to ‘be innate. Hei Z 
the great difficulty of" afcertaining® the 
‘true: fublime.”- Tt cannot indeed ‘be ‘Con- 4 
fined within any “bounds; it is entirely. | 
relative, depending ‘on the watinth” ata 
olivelinefS of the’ Iniagination, “and ‘theta. 
fore different’ in diferent” countries SURG 
the fame’ reafon, wherever there’ is great 
richnefs and 'profafion of” Tmnabety, which 
th ne we st isa" eh 7 


a ianle nila ee 
“wilder ‘a ‘comiion ‘feader," i are otal 
followed by’ poetical’dne. if 

ferutiny into’ the Seer plies an 
Rigkueen i 
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Metaphors is to no purpofe. If it be not 
felt at firit, it feldom. can be communi- 
cated: while we analyfe. it, the impref- 

fion vanifhes. The fame obfervation may: 
be applied.to Wit, which confifts in — 
quick, and unexpected: affemblage of 
‘Ideas, that flrike the Mind in an acree- 
able manner either by their. refemblance ° 
or incongruity. Neither is the juftnefs 
of humour a Subject that will bear rea- 
—foning. This confifts in a lively painting 
of thofe weaknefles of character, which 7 
are not of importance enough to raife pity 
er indignation, but only excite. mirth 
| and laughter. One muft have an Idea of 
the original to judge of, or be affected 
by the reprefentation, and if he.does not 
“fee its juftnefs at the firft. glance, he 
never fees it. For this reafon all works 
of humour and ridicule, and all fatire, 
? L which 
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‘which {paint thes particular features: and 
nanhers Bf'the times, being local andtran- 
“fient)! quickly: lof ‘theirs poignancy; ibe- 
‘éomeé obfeuré anid infipid— vy trom 
VOWHATEveR' is the objet of Imagina- 
"thom and! Fate’ cat only be feen toad- 
vantage’ ata’ ‘céftain “diftance,” and °in//a 
particular light. If brought. too near the 
eye, tbe ‘beauty which) ‘charmed: before, 
may appear faded, and often odiftorted. 
st Tt is ‘therefore the bufinefs oof yudge~ 
Went to'afeertain this point of! viewyoto — 
‘exhibit the) objet to the Mind) ino ‘that: 
‘pofition which gives it'mofpleafure, amd 
tOUprevent the Mind’ from | viewingn itm: - 
‘ay other!-This is generally very much, 
Feu awit! power, ‘Tt’ isan Art cha 
werall: ‘practiferi in common lifes: Werlearn: 
‘by habix'to turn up’to'theteye thes — 
‘ablefidedof any’ ba which. ives 
nagit ds See plea 


ay | 
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ipleafure,)and:;\to: keep, (the ;dark.,,one 
-outiofi fight.) <If.this-be|-kept;within, any 
_ -reafonable -bounds,/ the, foundeft,, yudge- 
ment will not—only connive-aty but -ap- 
prove iti+Hiuman life .itfelf, is. not only 
chequered, but, every objeéty in, it. —— 
‘Whatever we. admire or love, as», great, 
“or beautiful, or amiable, has 'certain-cir- 
umtances: belonging to. it, which if at- 
tended |to would poifon’ our enjoyment. 
_ «We are agreeably ftruck with the gran- 
_ deur and jmagnificenee of Nature in. her 
swildeft formis, with the profpe& of watt 
land . ftupendows mountains); but is, there 
; any) neceflity for our attending at the fame 
time) tor the | bleakmnefs,. the; coldnef, and 
-_sthe! barrénnefsy: which are univerfally con- 
— mected /with? them:? When. )a? lover .con- 
templates’ with»,rapture the .charms of 
abeauty cand elegance, that captivate, |his 
oIuissic ae Ey hear 


(C0848 y) 


heart, tut he at thefame-time rele how; 


uncertainjand, tranfient the, object of his, 
paffion, is, and,that.the fugeeffion of, a, few: 
years,;muft lay it, mouldering; in, the duft 2» 


» Bur we not jonly, think, it unneceflaryy 
always, ,to,fee,the whole truth, but, fre. 


quently...allow...and., juftify, ourfelves ; Mm 


viewing) things, .magnified.. beyond,.. the; 
truth. We, indulge a manifeft partiality, 
to..our) friends, our children,..and native; 


country.. We. not only keep, their, failey 


ings.as much as, prudence, will allow, out 
of fight, but,.exalt. in our )Imagination 
all their, good, qualities beyond) their jut 
value... Nor, does | the, ;general,, fenfe,, of, 
mankind condemn. this indulgence, for; 
this; very,.good, reafon, . becaufe, ir is natus 


ral; .and>,becaufe we could, not, foregoyit,: 


withoutvofing at the fame:time all fenfe of; | 
Ciepsiainasarek affection;.and patriots 
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-Hftal L There lappedrs no Taficient refort 
Why ‘this conduct,’ which we oblerve in’ 
éommon life) fhould ‘not! be followed itt 
our enquiries itd Works! of Imagination’s 
. A petfon of a cultivated ‘Tafte, while he 
réfiens “himfelf to’ the firft’ inipreffions 
of pleafure excited’ by ‘real “excellency; 
an at the {ame time, with’ the flighteft 
slance of the ‘eye, perceive whether the 
_ Work will bear'a nearer infpection, If it can 
béar this} he°Has the additional pleafure’ 
béforé ‘him atifing from thofe latent beau 
ties Avhich" ftrike ‘the Imagination: lef& 
forcibly! If he finds they cannot’ bear this 
examination, ‘he fhould remove his atten*’ 
tion immediately, enjoy ‘and “be erateful’ 
for 'the*pleafure he has already received. 
“Waar is ufually called a' correct Tate: 
_ isvery’ much offended with Dr. Youre’s 
Night‘ Thoughts’ it obferves that! the re’ 
carl 3 prefentation 
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prefentation eheve given of Human Lite 
is falfe ‘and gloomy ; that? the® Poetry 
fometimes finks into “childifh conceits’ or 
profaic flatnels, but oftener’ rifes: into 'the 
turgid or ‘falfe fublime 5 that ‘it is per- 
plexed : and obfeure 3! that ‘the reafoning’ is 
often weak, and that the general plan 
of the work is ill laid, and’ not‘ happily 
conducted. — Yet this work may be’ read 
with very different fentiments.' “Ic may 
be found to contain many ftrokes of the 
‘moft fublime Poetry that ‘any Ligee | 
has produced, and to be full of: thofe - 
pathetic ftrokes of Nature and Paffion, 
which touch the heart in the moft render 
and affecting manner.—Befides the Minds _ 
fometimes»in,.a_ difpofition to be pleafed 
only with dark views of Human Life. 
THERE, are afflictions too deep. to bear 
either reafoning or amufement, T. hey 
E iskara sulestd § na t 
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may be foothed, but. cannot | be diverted, 
_ Thegloom of, the Night, Thoughts per 
fectly correfpondsywith t this ftate « of Mind, 
It indulges, and. flatters. the prefent pathon, | 
and at the. fame time prefents thofe mo- 
tives of confolation which alone can ren- 
der. certain, griefs fupportable.. —We may 
here, obferye, that. fecret and wonderful 
endearment, which Nature has annexed 
to, all put fympathetic feelings, whereby 
aye enterinto the deepeft fcenes of diftrefs 
and. forrow,’ with a melting 1 foftnefs of heart, 
faximore « delightful than all the joys which 
efinates and unthinking | mirth can in- 
fpire. »* Dr. Akenfide defcribes this very 
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His lonely, footfteps at.the filent;hour, J yng © 
To pay. the monrnful tribute of his, tents nas 
Oh! heywill tell thee, that thé wealth of worlds, 

Should ne'er, filuce his, befom toxforegoryiiqiiat : 
That facred-hour, svhen’ ftealing: from the noife vc 


Of care andvenvy, fweet'remembrance:fooths 97g { 


With virtue's kindeft looks ‘his aking breaftp ni lV) 


ai turns vhidtears té pone 19 OT SMUG 


4 rot ai loidw 
xe Por aa: steeceda to paint sewith al. et 


the enthufiafm of Liberty.and poetic/Ge-9 


nius, and inall.the fweetnefs and. harmonyi;} _ 


of Aumbers, thofe heart-ennobling forrows,;. 


which the, Mind feels.-by the jreprefentar|; _ 


tion of the prefent miferable condition ofid 
thofe.. countriess.,,.which...were,.once! the 

happy. feats, of,Genius, Liberty, ;and shot 
greatett, virtues that,adorn. -humanity. | 19208 | 
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many beauties in’ the works of Native and 
Art, which would’ otherwif “ef€apé our 
“notice: ‘°Thomfoii *in’ that ‘bédtitiful de- 
-fcriptive : Poem;"°' the’ Seafons; *“pleafes 
bythe juftnefs: of his painting; but* his 
ereateft merit confifts in impreffing the 
Mind:-with- numberlefs beauties of Na= 
ture in her various and. fucceffive: forms, 
which formerly paffed unheeded.— This 
isithe'moft-pleafing and ufeful effe@ of 
-Critidifms to layopen new fources of plea- ” 
fu¥e unknown’ to the bull of Mankind's'” 
andvitnis! only Gnas far ‘as’ it: difeovers © 
thefe" sg Tafte .can “be eign ad 
-blefines ng 26 i 
YF has'been' often obferved’ chat’ a sys 
Tafte and -a”'g00d heart commonly go" 
together. ‘That fortof Tafte) ‘however}!® 
which*is'conftantly prying into! ‘blemiifhes 
een can have: no ‘good ‘effect’ 
7 either 
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éither’on the temperot theyheart... The 
Mind/naturally takes alitaint from sthofe — 
objects'‘and purfuits whith ufually employ — 


hers°° Difeutt, -oftenrrecurring, \{poilsithe 


temper, and -axhabit of nicely diferimis | 


nating, ‘when carried into» life, contradts 


the “heart, ‘and checks: all the benevolent — 
and generous affections, by holding up _ 
to''view ‘the faults and’ -weaknefies yaiier 
parable’ from vevery character ; it Hike 
wife ftifles all the pleafing» emotions; of — 
love and ‘admiration. +: The: habitnof — : 


dwelling too much on whatis/ridiculdys 
in Subje&s: of 'Tafte, when» transferred 


into life, has'thé worlt seffeétimpomcahe — 


character, if not foftened by the greateft 


degree of chumanity» and ‘good hurnour, — 
and confersi:only ai fullen and gloomy _ 
pleafure by feeding the worft and moft — 


painful feelings of the human breaft, envy 


and ‘ : 
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atid malignityof heart.r-But/an, intimate 


acquaintance with the »works of Nature 
and):Genius in their, mofti; beautiful and 
amiable) forms: humanizes . and) ifweetens 
the temper opens and:éxterids the, Ima- 
gination; and difpofes) to: the-mof. pleat 


- inelviews:of Mankind and ‘Providence 


‘By confidering Nature in this favourable 


point of! view; vthe: heart «is dilated .and 
filled with the: moft benevolent: purpofes, 
dndthemindeed the fecret fympathy and 


-vonhection between. the feelings of Natu- 


rab!and: Moral «Beauty, the connection 
between'a good, Tafte and a good Heart 
pres with the Breatelt luftre. 
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DISCOURSE v. 


FE proceed now to confider that © 
Principle of human Nature which 
_feems in a’ peculiar ‘manner the charaéte- 
-riftic of the Species, the Senfe of Religion. 
It is not our bufinefs here to confider the 
evidence of Religion as founded in truth ; 
we propofe only to examine it as a Prin- 
ciple founded in human Nature, and the 
Ppfuence it has, or may have, on the 
happinefs 


4 
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happinefsof ‘Mankind, —'Thevbeneficial | 


confequences which: fhould onaturally re- 
fule from this Principle; feem to be very 
obvious!’ There’ is fomething) naturally 


‘foothing and comfortable: inva’ firmy belief 


that the whole frame of Nature ‘is ifup+ 


ported and" conducted by an eternal-and | 
otnnipotent’ Being’ of infinite coodnefs, — 


who intends by the whole courfeoficdhis 
_ Providence to promote the! greatefb good 


of his creatures ; a belief that we arevace 
quainted’ with the means of coriciliatine 


che Divine favor, and that’in confequente 
of this we have it in our own! power? 


ebtaiit ity a belief that this life is but the - 
infancy! of our Vexiftencé, that owe fall | 


fatvive the feeming deftruion vof2our 


prefene framed, and have ‘it “in-our!power — 
10 fective’ Gur entrance on a® newoftateroh 
eternal felicity. “If we believe that the | 


conduct 


| 


Fl 
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_ kkonduét which-the, Deity/iréquires of us 
_isfuch-as: moftleffectually fecures; our pre» 
_fene ‘happinefs; topethertwith; the peace 
_ atid: happinefsiof Societys.we fhould: natu~ 

_ rally! imagine:that thefe fentiments: would 

_ be) ifondly) cherithed; and- adopted: by - all 


wife! and) good, Men, whether’, they..were 
‘ippofed to: arife from any natural anti- 


 gipation of the human Mind; the force 
bfoReafon;:or.an: immediate, revelation - 


_ fom the Supreme! Being. 
— pnButr though :the belief of a Deity and. 
-efnavfuture flate, of exiftence -haye uni- 
_ werfally: prevailed: in-all Ages and, Nations: 
. of; the! World, 'yet.it:has been diverfified 


and: connected with: a variety of fi uperfti> 


tions}.which:, have. often:.rendered. it ufe- 
-lefspcandeven hurtful to the-generab-in- 


terefts|of, Mankind.—The Supreme: Be- 
| amg. has fometimes, been reprefented.in 
RRubao: ii : fuch: 
. : 
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‘fuch a light as made himrrathervan obyeé& j 
of terror than of love; as executing both — 
prefent and eternal: vengeance on “the. | 
createft part of the World, for’crimes — 
they never committed, and for not beliey- — 
ing doétrines which they never heards = 
Men have been taught that they did God | 
acceptable fervice by abftracting them-_ 
felves from ail the duties they owed to — 
. Society; ‘by denying themfelves all the © 
pleafures of life, and even by voluntarily it 
‘enduring and ‘infli@ting on themfelves the fi 
fevereft tortures which Nature could fup= | 
»port. They have been taught thatit was F 
their duty to perfecute their fellow ‘crea 
tures in the cruelleft manner, in order te : 
bring them to an uniformity with them> — 
felvesi in cia lp —— i 
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ute of to deprive Mankind of: their moft- 
valuable privileges, and tofubject them to’ 
othe moft defpotic tyranny. 

» THESE pernicious confequences He: 
given occafion to fome ingenious Men to 
-queftion, whether Atheifm or Superftition 
‘were moft deftructive to: the happinefs of 

Society ; while others have been fo. much 
simpreffed by them, that they feemed to 
think it-fafer to diveft Mankind of all re- 
digious opinions-and_ reftraints. whatever, 
han to run the rifk of the abufes which 
_ they thought almoft infeparable fromthem. 
_ >This feems;to be the moft favorable 
conftruction that can be put onthe con- 
_ «duct of the Patrons of Infidelity. But how- 
ever {pecious this pretence might have 
_ been fome centuries ago, there does not 
_ now appear to be the-lea{t foundation for 
_ it. — Experience has now fhewn, that 
ey M Religion 
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Religion may fubfift ina public efta- 
blifhment, divefted of, that. abfurd, and 
pernicious Superftition which. was. .only 
adventitious, and moft apparently con- 
trary. to its genuine and. original  fpirit 
and genius. —~ To feparate Religion en- 
tirely from Superftition in every indivi- 
dual, may indeed be impoffible, becaufe 
it is impoffible to. make all Mankind 
think wifely and properly on any one 
Subje@; where the Underftanding alone 
is concerned, much more where the Ima- 
gination and the Affections are fo. deeply : 
interefted,—If then the pofitive advan- 
tages of Religion to Mankind be evident, 
this fhould feem a fufficient reafon for 
every worthy Man to fupportits caufe, and 
at the fame time to keep it difengaged 
from thofe accidental circumftances baat 4 
have fo highly difhonoured it... . 4). 

ib €F- Man- i 
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~Mawnxinp ‘certainly havé’a fenfe of 
right and wrong independent’ of religious 
belief ; but experience fhews that the al- 
lurements of prefent pleafures’ and the 
impetuofity of paffion are fufficient to 
‘prevent Men from acting agreeably to 
this moral fenfe, unlefs it be’ fupported 
by Religion, the influence of which upon 
‘the Imagination and Paffions, if properly 
directed, is extrémely powerful. — Even 


Sout perfons, who have got free nib all 


eb FG 


very fenfible of this truth. They’ al- 


ways wifh thofe to be believers in whofe 


‘virtue they are particularly’ interefted. 


‘Whatever zeal they may have to enlight- 


‘en the Underftandings’ of ‘their’ neigh- 


‘pours wives ahd daughters, they com- 


‘a 
Ae 


ate 
he: 


‘monly chufe to let their own believe with 
sein’ oe? being fenfible ‘that however 
M 2 Religion 
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Religion and Virtue may ‘be feparated i in 


Theory, yet in fac they are too clofely 
-conneéted and interwoven to allow fach a 
feparation fafely. 4 

/ “We will readily acknowledge that many 


of the ereateft enemies of Religion have a 


been diftinguifhed for their honour, pro- 
bity, and good nature. — But it is to be 
confidered, that many virtues as well z as 
‘vices are conftitutional. — A cool ‘and 
equal Temper, a dull Ima ination and 
an unfeeling Heart, enfure 2 poffeffion 
of many virtues, or rather are a “fe- 
curity againft many vices. They indy 
produce temperance, chaftity, honetty, 
prudence, and a_ harmlefs, inoffenfive 
behaviour. ‘Whereas keen Paffions, a is 


warm Imagination, and : great fenfibi- i 


lity of Heart, lay a natural foundation 


for prodigality, debauchery, ‘and ambi-— 


tion ; 
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ton ; attended, however, with the feeds 
of all the focial and _ moft heroic vir- 
tues. Such a temperature, of Mind car- 
ries along with it a check-to its confti- 
tutional vices, by rendering thofe pof- 
feffed of it peculiarly fufceptible of re- 
| ligious impreffions. They often appear 
indeed to be the greateft enemies to 
Religion, but that is entirely owing to 
their impatience of its reftraints. Its 
moft dangerous. enemies have ever been 
_ among the temperate and. chafte Philo- 
F fophers, void of paflion and fenfibility, 
who hadno vicious appetites to be _re- 
Rrrined by its influence, and who were 
equally unfufceptible of its terrors or plea- 
fares. Abfolute Infidelity or fettled Scep- 
ae in Religion is no proof of a bad 
‘Underftanding or a bad Heart, but is 
certainly a yery ftrong prefumption. of 
M 3 the 
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the want ofImagination:and fenfibility of, 
Heart. |; Many Philofophers haveibeen In-: 


fidels, few! Men of ‘Tafte:.and Sentiment.: _ | 


Yet. the example’ of uord) Bacon; >:Mr.; 
Locke, and’ Sir Ifaac Newton, among; 
many other firft):names in Philofophy, as 
a fufficient evidence that religious belief 
is perfectly compatible with the, cleareft; 
and moft enlarged Underftanding. : 

Tue ‘general fenfe of Mankind of the 
connection between a religious difpofition 


and a feeling Heart, appears fromy the: — | 


univerfal averfion, which all- Men: have. 
to Infidelity in the fair fex. . We notoonly; 
-Jook on it as removing the principab fes 
curity we*have for their virtue, : butias? 
the ftrongeft proof of their want of! that; 


foftnefs ‘and delicate’ fenfibility of Heart,; — 


which endears them more tous, and fe) 
cures more effectually’ their»empire over» 
| IN! our 

i 
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our Hearts, than any quality they can pof= 
_ fefs.— There are Men who ¢an perfuade 
_ themfelves, that there is no! fiupreme In- 
tellizence who directs the;courfe of Na- 
ture, who can-fée thofe they have been 
connected with by the ftrongeft. bonds of 
Nature and Friendfhip gradually drop- 
ping of} from them, who are perfuaded 
that this feparation is final and eternal, 
and who expect that they themfelves fhall 
foon fink down after them into nothing ; 
and yet fuch Men fhall appear eafy and 
contented.’ But to.afenfible Heart, and. 
particularly to a Heart foftened by patft 
endearments of Love or Friendthip, fuch 
opinions are attended with glogom inex- 
preffible, that ftrikes. a damp into all the 
_ pleafures and enjoyments of life, and cuts 
off thofe views which: alone. can fpeak. 


comfort to the foul under certain diftrefles 


M 4 where 
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where, all other aid .is feeble and:ineffec-— 
tual. — = Scepticifin or, fufpence | of judge~°) 
ment as to the truth of thefe gteat arti~ 
cles of Religion i is attended) with the fameéio 
fatal effeets, Wherever, the Affections are) 
deeply . interefted,, a Mate of fufpencesis 
_ more: diftra@ing. to the Mind, |than-the> | 
fad affurance of ‘the evil which: * 's mofts; | 
dreaded. bet wer! | 
‘Tr. fhould therefore Be ‘aaa that» | 
thofe Philofophers, who. ftand.in.no needy: 
themfelves of the affiftance, of -Religiona: 
: for the fupport of their. virtue,- and, wha | 
never feel, the want~of, its :confolationsji{ — 
would - yet. have the humanity, to,confiders — 
the different fituation of the. reftrof;Man-2) 
kind, and not. endeayour.. to deprives } 
them. of what. Habit, at leaft, ifs \theyis., 
will not callow Nature, ,.has, made nes} 
celfary to. their, morals. and ; shappinefssy 


© ep attempt” me may “be agtecable to 
_ fome' by relieving’ them from” a reftraint 


upon’ theif pleafurés,” ‘and © ‘may render 
_ others: very ‘miferable; by making them 


doubtful of thefe truths, in’ which ‘they | 


| were moft ‘deeply ‘interefted, ‘but it can 
i; convey real ar: and happinets to No one . 


. individual.” 


- To fupport openly and avowedly the 
caufe of’ Infidelity ‘may ‘be owins in fome 
_ tothe vanity of appearing wifer than the_ 

 refbiof Mankind!’ The zeal of making . 


| profelytes to'it ‘may often be owing toa 


like: vanity “of poffeffing a direction and 
i afcendancy over the Minds of Men, which. 
isa very flattering fpecies’ of fuperiority. . 
_ But there feems'to be fome’ other caufe 
that’ ‘fecretly influences the’ ‘conduét of. 
| fome unbélievers, Who from the reft of 
| 4 their’ characters: cannot be fulpedted ‘of 


vanity, 


( reo!) 

vanity, or any ambition of. fuch fupe- 
rioritys| “This: we fhall attempt: to. exe 
plain | 20D. 

Tue very differing’ im opinion, upon 
any ‘interefting’ Subject, from all: around 
us, gives a’difagreeable fenfation. | This: 
muft be greatly increafed in the prefent 
. cafe, as the feeling, which attends Infide- 
lity or Scepticifm in Religion, is certains | 
ly a comfortlefs one, where there is: the: 
Jeaft degree of fenfibility. — Sympathy. dsy 
much more fought after by an unhappy» - 
mind than by one chearful and at :éafe;! 
We require a fupport in the one cafe, —~ 
which in the other is not neceflary. —Ag 
perfon therefore void of Religion: feels) 
himfelf as it were alone in the midft, of) 
Society ; and though» for. «prudential: 
reafons he chufes to difguife his fenti-. 
ments and join in fome form of religious — 
Worfhip, — 


. 
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Worhhip, yet» this to, a:candid and inge- 


_. nuous Mind mutt always be very painful, 
_ nor does it abate the difagreeable feeling 


which a focial. Spirit has in) finding itfelf 


alone .and without» any ‘friend.to footh 


and participate’ its uneafinefs... This: 
feems to have: a confiderable fhare in that 


anxiety,» which: Freethinkers | generally 


m tO 


Pe 4 


_ difcover to make profelytes to their opi- — 


mions;' am, anxiety much greater than 
what is: fhewn by thofe, whole Minds are 


- atgeaferin the enjoyment of happier pro- 


Ipects. 


~Taroexecnfe,; which. thefe Gentlemen 


_ plead-for: their conduct, is a regard for. 
thes caufevof truth. | But this.is:a very 
infufficient-one.;, None of them-act upon 
_thisPrinciple: in common life, nor ,could 


any’ Man live in the World, and pretend. 


( 172) 

to do it. In the purfuit of happinefs,.* 

our beings end and aim, the ee 
of truthis far from being the moti impor- 
tant object, The Mind. receives a. high 
pleafure. from the inveftization and dif 
covery of it in the Abftract Sciences,. dn 
the works: of Nature and Art, but in. all 
Subjects, where the Imagination . and 
Affections. are deeply concerned, we re; 
: gard . it only in fo far as it_is fubfervient 
to them.—One of the firt principles, of 
Society, of decency, and good MARES 
‘is, that no Man is entitled to. fay. every, 
thing he thinks true, when. it would be 
injurious or offenfive to his neighbour, 
If it was not for, this / Principle, all ; 
Mankind. would be in, a ftate of War, 
Suppofe a perfon to lofe an only child, 
the fole , comfort and happinefs of co 


- Pope. 
life. . 
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life: “When ‘the’ firft Ovetfowings of 


Nature are patt, he recolleéts the ‘infinite 
goodnefs and wifdom “of. the” ‘Difpofer 


- Of all events, he “is ‘perfiraded ‘that the 
; ‘revolutions of a few years will unite him 
| again to his child never more to be fepa- 
| rated. In thefe views he acquiefces with 
a melancholy yet pleafinge réfignation to 


the Divine will. Now fuppofing all this 
to ‘be a deception, a pleafing dream; 
would not the general fenfe of Mankind 
condemn the Philofopher as barbarous” 


and inhuman, who fhould attempt to 
Wake ‘him out of it ?>— Yet fo far does 
vahity prevail over good nature, that we 


squently fee Men of the moft benevolent 


‘ tempers labouring to cut Off that hopé, 


ye 
a) 


; which chéars the Heart under all the pref 


fires and> afflictions of human Life, and 
enables 


= 


C174) 

enables ‘us’ to refige it with chidarfulnels 
and dignity." ” a 24% 

ReLreron may be confidered in three — 
different views.  Firft,’ As ‘containing — 
doftrines relating’ to the being and per- 
fe&tions of God, his moral “adminiftya: 
tion of the World, a future ftate of ex- ; 
iftence, and particular communications — 
to Mankind by an immediate’ fuperna-_ 
tural revelation. — Secondly, As a ‘rule . 
of life and manners.—Thirdly, As the 
fource of certain peculiar Affeétions’ Of — 
- the Mind, which either give pleafure’ of 
pain, according to the particular genius 
and fpirit of the Religion that infpites 
them. : LO 

In the firft of bate views, which ives 
a foundation to all religious belief, ard 
on which the other two spite Reafoa 

con 
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is. principally concerned. ..On this Subje& 
the greateft efforts of human... genius 
and application have been. exerted, and 
with the moft defirable fuccefs in. thofe 
great, and important articles that feem 
moft. immediately to affeét the intereft 
and happinefs of Mankind.—But when 
: our enquiries here are pufhed a certain 
length, we find that Providence has fet 
bounds to our Reafon, and even to our — 
_ €apacities of apprehenfion.. This is par- 
ticularly the cafe, where. infinity and 
the..moral ceconomy of the Deity are 
_goncerned..The objects are here ina great 
-meafure beyond the reach of our concep- 
tion; and induétion from experience, on 
which all, our other reafonings -are found- 
eq, cannot be applied to a Subject alto- 
gether diffimilar to. any thing we are ac- 
‘quainted with. — Many of the funda- . 
ie mental 
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. mental articles of Religion are fuch, that 
- the Mindanay: have the’ fulleft: conviction 
2 of theiretruch;. but they. mutt be viewed 
bngtsau diftances. and, are. rather the ‘ob- 
- Fekts of filent and religious veneration, 
than of metaphyfical: difquifition. . If the 
-»Mind: attempts to. bring them to a near- 
er Aziew, It: 1s confounded with their's im- 
inascaalinen Monga) ie | ah 


4 epee clire rathenicindiegininedh into-any . 
gepart of (Nature beyond :certain bounds, — 
ewer finds ourfelves involved in perplexi- 
ity ‘andidarknefs. But: there is this re- 
_symarkablerdifference. between: thefe and 
aoreligioussenquiries 5=.in the inveftiga- ' 
actionzef Nature we.-can: always. make pro-— 
» grefs.in knowledge, and painter 
they ruth by the -proper. exertion "0 
| genius and obfervation;' but our. nqui | 
peices, intg «religious Subjects <are confinec 
apill within 


- 
7 , 
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within narrow bounds, and no force of 
 Reafon or Application can lead the Mind 
one ftep beyond that impenetrable gulph 
which nace vines the vifible and 
- invifible World. i 
TxoucH the articles’ of ‘religi- 
ous belief, which fall within the com- 
prehenfion of Mankind, and feem ef- 
fential to their happinefs, are few and 
-dimple, yet ingenious Men have contrived 
-to erect them into a moft tremendous 
Syftem of metaphyfical Subtlety, which 
- will lone remain a monument of the 
extent and weaknefs of human Under- 
ftanding. The bad confequences of fuch 
“Syftems have been various, By attempts 
‘Ang to eftablifh too much, they have hurt 
‘sthe foundation of the moft interefting- 
| » Principles of Religion—Moft Men are 
~ bred up in a belief of the pectiliar and 
aioe N diftin- 
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diftinglithing opinions -of fome:orie reli 
gious Sedtowr othervniPhey arev taught 
that callscthefe care vequally \foundedoom 
Divine Authority;: or -thescleareft deduc> 
tions.) of \Reafons': By whith meansoall, 
theirs Religions hangs togethers) fo that 
one parti-cannot.:be shaken: withoutien® 
dangering the whole... But wherever any: 
freedom of. enquiry is allowed, thefolhe 
ofsifome of. thefe opinions,: andtheouny 
certain’ foundation, of othersy:cannot be 
concealed and) when this.yis the :cafey 
a\general: diftruft. of. “theo whole:icomy 
monly fucceeds, with that lukewarmnefs: 
in Religion; : aah is its. oe ee 
maine LO 92400 }0 28M SAI id he 


j sedohifiuvingd Tpony: viretisios , Subjects 
| conamelhfecih spe reverence! an 
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this ofeems patticularly.to -bé:/ the, cates 
when: Men ypréfumestoy enter? into. “ant 
_ exact fcrutiny of! theoviews and:cetonomy, 
of Providence!inthe adminitration of thé 
World; why God Almighty: miade-it as-it 
is;'the! freedomof his aQions,<ahd! sik 
Gther fuch:queftions infinitely beyond our 
reach,»Thé: natural ‘tendency of | this.is 
toéloleffén that) aweful veneration with 
which wer ought always’ to contemplate 
the Divinity; but which’ can: never-be 
preferved, :when Men: canvas his--ways 
with {uch eafe and freedom: Accordingly 
werfindyamonegft thofe Séctaries) where 
fuchodifquifitions-have principally prevail. 
ed, that-he has been {poke of and.evem 
eddrefied with the *mofts/indecent; and 
 frocking familiarityeo: The ntruly'! ‘detos ; 
* gional {piri has-feldom beén.foundiamong, 
fuch: acai they chief foundation /and) 
2i id Nig cha- 


f 1go 2 
characteriftic of which is enuin e humi- 
fey nonsbryot ton .yew 91h oy PGs font 


Reno SVEBO 2 amo. od3_.10 flor 
\woraen iad “lore te this {pecula-, 
Vom . les MOD, pk ai 

tive heol og y has been to wit \draw ‘peo- 

rsh O S ree 3 mow yi vt 
ples “attention: rom its practical duties. 
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“We ufually” find that. thofe, who are. 


Bye: 


matt diftinguithed by their ‘exceflive zeal. 
Fos opinions in Religion, thew ¢ great. pba 
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detation ‘and coolnefs as to its precepts. 
i pI 

Their great feverity in this refpect has., 


‘been. exerted againft a few yices, , wh iy 
AV) a 

: che’ ‘Heart 3 is but little concerned, and t if Or. 

which’ their own ‘difpofitions _preferyed 


iKem from any temptations. 


“Bur He Worft “effects OF»: eculati ive 
aoe a) 5 


and “eeatraverh al "Theology 7 are hofe,, 
whtel it produces: on the Tem NE eg Fh 
at vf 


tO now 
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tantly: “enbatraifed in a BS ext anden 
i eavio} ‘ont \ ie a ae Peat 
thorn ‘path where it can fi no ftea 
iad? To does ape Cie Ww ine 7 ow, eyo 
| light 
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mur aciunsc doidw to siftiieistsdo © 
ligh t to other the way, nor foundation to 


reft on, the Temper _lofes j native che “9 
srt at io En hi i 3 x 


fulnefs, and contract Sa gloom an 4 d. feye- 
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rity, partly. from the “chagrin. of, difap-. 
pointment, ‘and partly from, ‘the. focial 
‘and kind Affeétions being extinguithed, 


BJO RA 


for v want of exercife. When the evil has, 
been exafperated by oppofition and. dif, 
pute, the -confequences have proved very, 
fatal to the peace, of Society 5 efpecially . 


TOOW. 


when Men have been perfuaded, that, 


ISI 


their “holding « certain opinions intitled them... 
to the Divine favor, and that thofe,. ‘who, 


i WOR ihe 
differed from them, were devoted. to eter- 
VITBIL > t iQ 


nal dle ruction, This perfuafion broke af... 
orice all the ties of Society. The to olera- 


i | 13 
iG ‘Men wh ho: held erroneous, opinions 
was : coniitdered d as conniving at th de- 

firoying ‘not re ly themf fel ee pet all 
cme Or Ban’ oes ' SAG *r isd qt 
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qnfucnte) 4 Thi has produced that’ cruel 
‘and implaeable’ {piritj/avhich has-fovoften 

ifgraced the caufe of Religion; andidif- 
“hotioured hiitiahity-““Wer'the effietts of re- 
“ligtous: controverly have fortietimes proved 
Weak to Mankinds ‘Phatefpirinef 
“freddoin, ‘Which’ incited’ the» firftc Refor- 
“mers! ‘tofhake’ off the yoke of ecclefiaftical 
“eyranny, naturally: begot .fentiments:! lof 
oe liberty, ‘efpecially when: irritated by 
“perfecution. “When fuch fentiments came 
“ee-be“uitited with’ that *bold ‘enthufiahin, 
“that “feverity > of ‘temper’ and umanners 
ray tat ‘diftingtithed ' ‘fome? of theireformed - 
Beaty}: ‘they produced thoferefolute rand 
‘ “anette Meniiwholalone Sere ablegto 
“afert the Gaule ‘OF libertpinian ageswhien 
rst btets Were lenervatdde by Taaxury — 
» ms “Superitition y and-tocfuch Menawe 
“owe that freedoin “and happy conftitution | 


which 
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‘which we at prefent enjoy: But thefe ad- 
wantages of religious enthufiaim | have been 
“but acridentdled 6 Stuss sb bo. 
o) In -getieral (ir stould, appear ‘chat Rel 
gion, confidered as a Science, in ‘the mai 
imer it has been ufually conducted, is but 
little’ beneficial to Mankind, neither tend- 
Jang to énlarge the Underftanding, fweeten 
Yahe Temper, or mend the Heart. At 
ythefame time the labours of ingenious 
3Men,).in explaining obfcure and difficult 
.qpaflages of Sacred Writ, have been high- 
eiby ufeful and neceffary., And as it is na- 
bsuralifor Men, to. carry their {peculations 
bron aSiubject,) that fo nearly ¢ concerns their 
Oipréfent-and eternal happinefs, farther than 
csReafon extends, or than is, clearly and ex~ 
iprefly revealed; thefe,.can be. followed, by 
owno'bad confequences, if, they, are carried 
NOnHIGtioo (qqsa ball mtobsott ted swo 
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on with thanmidefty. atid reverence which 
the Subjec fequiresyic They.only bécdmeo 
pernicious when they are formedinte:Syins: 
temsy) to! Whichztheifamecoredit andcfub=e 
miffion-is required as to Holy, Wait itfelfo bit 
Wz ofhall now) proceed -to confiders: 
Religion: as:.a:tulesiof ife;and manneré.— 
Insthis: refpect sits anfluence isovery exis 
tenfive- and:béneficial, (evenewhen; diffs 
fieured: -by «the. wildeft, Superftition,s anni 
being able «toischeck. and conquer thofe; s 
Paffions, «which» Reafon and Philofophy o: i 
are too oweak ftobentountenins But! ipislw 
muchi/toxbestegretted) that the-applica-on 
tionvef Religion! tothis:ends has hot tbeenng 
-attendédtéowithithatscare which theiamecd — 
portancé! of; thes-Subjecb required. Theos 
{peculative:partiiof ‘Religion :feems gené- to ‘ 
rally-to thave erigtoffed the»:attention .lofiM 
-Ifto ad re 2A sted: diod loess 


( 840 ) 
Menof Genitsio: Thisyfiaddseen the: fates 
ofalbthe ufefulahd pra&ticabsA rts oflifes': 
anditheapplicatiohsof \Religtoita.theiresq 
culation of life-and:mannerssimauth be cons 
fidered  entirely:ias lacpractioal: penta Then 
- reaidnsiof this neglect feem toche théle. 
—Memniof aphilofophical Genimsichave 7 
an-vaverfione to all: application where:the:! 
active powers of their own: Mind:aresnots? 
immediately employed... Butcin acquiring: 4 
a piadtical Arosa! Philofopheris :obligedod 
to fpendomott of: hisitime*incemployarentss 1 
_ wharei his‘Genius‘and Underttainding havens 
_ no-exencifess+The fate of thespracticalm 
pautssof; Medicinecand: of): Religion haveois 
 beenivery dnuch alikeisd Thevobjeéthofiis 
thesdnic-is tocuresthée-diftafessof the Bodyiyoq 
of thexother,ito:eure the difeafes of stherd! 
| Mibd. ccoDhexprogrefsdndwdegreesof persion 
| fe€tieiviof both thefe Arts can be efti- 


mated 
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*mated) by no>othet ftandard than their 
faccefs inthe; cure) ofthe! difeates; (to 
wwhichiqhey | are.cfeveralbylcapplied. Th 
‘Medicine, ythe sfaéts omwhich thed Act 
“depends;'catei foi numerous’ and © compli- 
cated, forinifreprefented by scredulitys! Gr 
‘a heated Imagination, that there has hard- 


| 


‘y'ever been found a truly philofophical — 


»Genius, who has attempted! the pra@ical 
“part of iti. Almoft ‘all Rhyficians;: who 


“Rave been Men of ingenuity, havesamifed — 
‘themfelves. in forming heorieés; which — 


‘gave exercife to their invention; andlat ( 
othe fame ‘time “contributed ‘to iene 


‘tation... \Inftead ‘of ‘being ‘at thetrouble — 


‘of making tobfervations themfelvés/! they \ 
2eulled out of the promifeuoussmultinude 


# already made; ifach as’ faired their <pur- © 
pole} and" drefied they | wp? in? thewiy 


“thet Sytterndrequired?sTn ‘eonteepiente 
, of 


et 
" -ofiithis: the!hiftory) of Medicine does: not 
exhibit: the hiftary ofia) progreffive Art, 
But-a hiftory:of Opinions, whi¢hiprevailed 
apérhaps ford twentyor ithirty years, dnd 
then funk into.contemptoand oblivion. 
‘Whe: cafe hasbeen: very, fimilar|in! prac- 
tical Divinity: 1 But this, is-attéended with 
imuch)igreater, difficulties,. than the prac- 
ieical:part.of Medicine. In this\laft nothing 
’ oiswrequired, but affiduous and accurate 
_ Eebfervation, .and: a good Underftanding 
-dtoddire& the proper application of fuch 
jolifervation.—-But to! cure the difeafes of 
_ «the Mind, cthéresis required that intimate 
okinowledge sof «the human: -Eleart, whieh. 
vmiutt be drawn: from life itfelfy and, which 
f Sbasibieraan never teach;; of the various. 
 difguifes, undet which Vice! recommends 
_ vherfelf to; the Imagination,;/the,artful, af- 
- sfesiation: of ideas wich, the fornis there, 


to the. 
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the, :.many:jinamelefs «-circumftances °that’ - 
foften, the Heartnands render it acceffiblep 
the; Arts. of infinuation|and) perfiiafion?! 
the. . Art. of, breaking: falfe»affociations (Of 
Ideas, or) inducing, countet Jaffociations,: - 
and_.employing.one Paffion againft*anos! | 
ther; and when: fuch |a knowledgesis!aeo® 
quired, ; the fuccefsful applicatiomof it ito” 
practice ‘depends| in a:confiderabledegree™ 
on, powers. which no extent of; Underftand2 
ing can. confer. atiariy so10tna 03 ddguoids 
Vice does, not deals fodomuch @a%e™ 
peryerfion.. of, the.) Underitanding; apietid 
the. Amagination:: and) Paffioris,;cand i waail 
habits. originally founded omcthefer moi 
vicious ‘Man is. generallyofénfiblé enews 
that, rhis.conduét is:wrongi: he! knows ‘that! 
Vice. i is.contrary.both terhisiduty and ivoils 
tereft, and, therefore all laboufed ‘réafonl%5 
ing tc to fatisty, his, Underftanding cof: thee 


douos ~ truths 


( ify J | 
truths is ufelefiycbecaulel the dikare dot 
“Neti lie in: thesbinderRanding.! sre eyt 
_ is featedsin; the: Hearteu ‘The Sharpe? 
and Raffionsiaresthgaged: on dts'fide-Aan 
-the.cure nvuft becapplied: to! Bhefeo as 

has,,beenithe general defedtief! ‘writings © 
and:fermons intended to reform Mankind: 
Many ingenious’ and fenfible: remarks’ are! 
made sion the! feveral” duties of “Reli. 7 
gidns:and>wetyio judicious areumentsard” 
brought to enforce them. -Such perfor- 
Manges maynbelattended to with pleafure 
byipious andbwell: ‘difpofed perfons; who’? 
Tikewife «may. derive uféfut infraction: from’ 
them fors:their ‘conduét ii ifei0 The ad 
wicked, and) profligate; if yer ‘books: 3 ele 
this, fore: fall ins theiroway, iweby Read : 
allow; that. (whateithey icontaih® Are ~oteat’ ¥ 
and_,eternal) “Truths, |ibur “they eave no”? 
further; impreffion:!icEf any chiA Ae ahd ma 


antuit “ealiah 
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tials theiniy: dt is: the power iof lively andh 
pathetic: deferiptions. owhicln itraces) and 
lays-openotheinddearts: through: allothemt: 
windings, and; difguites, « anakesi them !fee 
and: confefs', their) own i charactersini alli 
their. deformity and: horrors: imprefies! 
their Heartsy-and interefts: their: Pafions; 
by all the motives: of love; gratitudeianc | 
fear, the profpect of rewards: and«punifixn 
ments, and whatever others: Religion-om 
Nature. may dictate. But to do cthis cfs 
fectually, requires very> different | powers? 
from thofe of UnderftandingJinds lively’ 
| and. well regulated reser si seston 
ally requifitesics). core to qoig Ian 

In,,pubhe aAdieiiear tosani -istndietill 
the. great, end) of) Reformation: may bey 
more, effectually, promoteds: becaufeabb: 
the powers of voice and action) allotliet 
Arts of, celoquences mays ibe brought {to | 


gloat give | 
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| dive their! afitance; >-But fome-of ‘thote 
_ Arts depend onigifts of Natu) and ais 
_ Morrbelattained by. any: ftrenoth: of Genitis! 

_ or! Underftanding. >: Ever whére’ Nature’ 
_ Has been liberal! of “thofe ‘neteffiry requis 
| ftté3 they moft-be cultivated By muely 
_ pradticé before the proper exerci of them: 

dansbevacquired.Thus'a public Speake: 
maychay@ia:voice’that is mufial/and of. 

greatccompats; but it requires much ‘timé: 
atid 2ilabour “fo acquire ‘its jutt  modulae’ 
tionvand that variety of flexion and tone, 

which a pathetie difcourfe requires!’ The? . 
fame dificulty attends ‘the acquiftion oF 
that Propriety of action, thatpowér over 
| the'exprefive features. of the countenance, 
Patticularlyoiofcthe> eyes) f° heteflry to! 
eommiand>the! Hearts) aad \Patiens er 
“Mankindsoit 6 bas. ssiov. "to elswoq, one 
| lpcisiufually {aid thaa Predchas who 
i Svig | feels. 
4 


~ 
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feels what he is. faying himfelf, will, na 
turally fpeak with that tone of voice and 


_ expreffion in his countenance ‘that’ fuits 
the Subject, and which is neceffary to 


move his Audience.’ Thus it is faid, 
a perfon under the influence of | fear, 
anger. or forrow, looks and fpeaks in the 


manner naturally expreffive of thefe emo- 


tions. This is true in fome meafure 5 but 


-itcan never be fuppofed that any Preach- 


\ 


er will. be able to ‘enter into his Subject 


with fuch real warmth upon every occa- 


_ fion. Befides, every prudent Man will — 
_be afraid to abandon himfelf fo entirely 


to any impreffion, as he mutt do to pro-- 


duce this effect. — Moft Men, wheh 
ftrongly affected by any Paffion or emo- Ee: 


tion, | have fome peculiarity in their ap- 


‘pearance, which does not properly be- 
long to the natural expreffion of. fuch an 
; emotion. 


eo! Sata 

emotion. If this..be not properly cor- 
rected, a public Speaker, who is really _ 
’ warmed and animated with his Subject, 
may yet make a very ridiculous and con- 
temptible figure. —It is the bufinefs of 
Art to thew Nature in her moft amiable 
7 and graceful forms, and net with ‘thofe 
peculiarities i in which fhe appears in par- 
ticular inftances and it is this difficul- 
ty of properly reprefenting Nature’ that _ 
renders the eloquence and action both 
of the Pulpit and Stage acquifitions of 
fuch hard attainment. 

Bur befides thofe talents inherent i ina 
_ Preacher himfelf, an intimate knowledge 
of Nature will fuggett the neceffity of at- 
‘tending to certain external circumftances, 
_ which operate powerfully « on the Mind, 
_and prepare it for receiving the defigned 
_impreffions, Such in particular is ‘the 


ro) proper 


((an94)) ~ 

»{sroper regilation-ofi Church, Mufic, and 
— -bekeofolemnity:andcpomp:of |public; Wor- 
efhipeloIndependent»of the effect that thefe 
“things: havecon/thecImagination, it might 
‘pel expected that: ai gust Tafte,a fenfe of 
decency and propriety, would (make them 
-paore/attendéd to: tham wel find, they: are. 
We acknowledge that they, have been,ab- 
ufed, and occafioned: the ‘groffeft, Super- 
oftition 3 ::but this univerfal propenfity to 


-cliry them\tdlexcefS.is the ftrongeft proof — 


_ehat thé Attachment to. them, is deeply root- 
‘ear human) Nature, and -confequently 
-thatit is the bufinefs of good fenfe,to:.re- 


: sulate and:not vainly attempt toextinguith { 


Fgog ‘Many: religious: fects: 4f their} infancy 


have fupported> themfelves without ahy-of — 
“ghéfer’externial -affiftancess -butewhen-tithe © 
" Hasiabaredb the fervourcof:their !zealy awe 


‘always find ie a ingen Worhhip-lias 


Baw | _ been 
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“béen*condudted withicheanoft semarkable 
“eoldnéfy and inatrentionaunless, fupported 
by well répuilated: ‘ceremomies;s Thole fects 
ho: in'their beginn ingvhavecbeen;mokt dif- 
~giagiithed:fér a religious:énthufiafm, that 
“defpifed all forms, and the genius of whofe 

‘Religion 'could‘nowadmit ofany:being.in- 
-trodaced;” have either ibeenof chore; dita — 
‘tions or! gaded in nfidelityzso be shy. 
©) Tur andny difficulties: thatcattead. the 
‘practical Art’ of ‘making»Religion .infu- 
-#neey themanners ‘and lives:of Mankind, 
by acquiring command overithe Imagi- 
‘fatidmand Paffions; have made it toosge- 
“nétally reelected ‘even iby ithe! moft,emi- 
ynent of thé! Clergy forileatningyand/ good 
“fenfe. ‘Thefevhave rather chofen to, confine 
*themfelves toa tract, where! they: were fure 
“to excell by the force of their: own;Geniws, 
ethan: ‘tolattempt a reais: theirsfucch{s 


P 4990.: : was 
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wal! dbubéfuly dha” where’ they thight be 

dithone by Meh” greatly their: qnferiorsi 
ithe Hherefore’ ‘Been pri neipally*cultiva> 
(aR hy Met of" lively Imaginations; pot 
Fetred GF (BING HAeU Fal Advantaged Sf voice 
pha Mane? "Butay no“AFt’eah everbel 
Come very Beheficial'td. Mankind cunlefs:it 

$e tinder the direetiGn ‘of Genius andgood 
‘fen, ° fe Had toe Shen happened) tHarthe 
aie we are. “ndw {peaking of “has” ‘become 
qublerviehe't to the wildeft Fanaticifm, often 
tO" the’ gratification’ of vaiity;!and fomte- 
‘imes'to fill moré*wAworthy purpofes, 9 
| WE third) view of "Religionceonfiders 


tas ‘enka vand intereltingrchO Wee ; ' 


fons, “an d’eoiniprehends ‘the! devotionabdr 
etal pare of in-The: devorional 
ctety in Q’eredt meafurey Confitutionél, 


“gepehding hon liveline®°f> Tinapiniation ; 


| ‘rian er tee and like'thefe qua 
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ities, oprevails, More ,i}, Warmer » climates 
than, ours. roy hat. Shews. the Bie af, See 
dence) ityhasion,the, Imagination, is the 
g remarkable attachment | it, has. to. Poetry 
andy Mufic,.., which | Shakefpear, cals 
Kood of Love,and which;may. with equal 
truth be called the Food o£ Devotion. The 
Deity, viewed: by.the eye, of cool Reafon, 
maycbe faid,with great propriety to dwell 
im dight-inaccedible. ‘Che, Mind ftruck 
with the immensity, of -hi is .being, anda 
fenke of -its own, littlenefs. and. unworthi- 
nef, jadmires with, that, diftant, awe, and 
even@ration:that, rather. excludes, love, But 
viewed, bya devout Imagination_h le, may 
sbécome-an object of the. coe aff eftion, 

tand.even. paffion—-The ,Phil ab 
Miders the Divinity..in all. mar sae of 
awitdom, and beigney Sed, chaos 
-thg -whole:|works. sof Na ARS 
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duit Maw eonfines his‘ views: rather: to 
His Own? Particular. \corineion! with the 
Deity; the many inftances\of géodnefshe 
himfelf whas ‘experienced, andthe many 
otteater he fill vhopes fort's Phis | eftas 
blithes°an intercourfe;, whichvoften inter 
_ efts the Heart and Paffions: in’ the deepeft 
matneri—The: devotional Tafte; like all 
other Tattes;: thas’ had the! fate to be cont 
denned sas! aweaknefs by vall whovaré 
firangers toritejoys and its influence. ‘Poo 
frequentvoccafion vyhas been given tovturh 
this: Subjeét:into ridicule+~A heated and 
‘devout | Imagination, when not sander 
the direétion:ofa very good Underftand- 
aes: is apt toran very-wild; andisasait> 
"patient: to “publifh all its: follies“ tothe : 
World+-The feelings of: a devout Heart 
Ahowld be -mentioned with: great sreferve 
anid, delicacy} ias- aie depend: upon ‘pri- 
“bit MA , vate. 
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wate experience, and certain, circumftances, 
of Mindyand, Situation,, which, the, jWorld: 
cannot, |know)onor judge. Obren But devo! 
tional writings. executed, with Judgement 
andsTaite, are not-enly (highly ufefuls, 
but to all; .who-have:a, seaian of Religion,’ 
ee engaginfie? brs tissktos fs 

is Due devotional: foisit unitéd--to) good: 
fenfe sand; a:schearful:temper,) Sives that 


- fteadinefs to-virtue,: which: itralways wants 


when produced and: fupported: by:good 
natural difpofitions onlys> It: corrects and 


- dhumanizes /thofe . conftitutional » vices; 


which it is not ableentirely to’ fubdue'; 
and. ‘though itomay not be able'to:render 
‘Men: perfectly virtuous, :it preferves them 
fiom, becoming» utterly’ abandoned: °K 
shasithe moft favourable: influence on ‘All 
the paffive. virtues’; »ritiigivesoa foftnels 
and »denfibility: to: the «sHeart,!9landta 
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sae Bes  goinnPagbed the Mane” 
an ut oe AW prddtéés aadanioz 
verfal, al charity wor hd 168 tot appantathelsn 

however ‘dite? in Stadio COuitey}/Grs 
elicion Rete is a! fubliie Fee tader 
melancholy, - fab iff the tiniveral r@trens! 
ite ‘on t ht which 3°80 apt to'deds 
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